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EDITORIAL 


Breakers 


Historical: The 1948 General Assembly, meeting 
in Atlanta, passed an action which, it was thought, 
would eliminate the controversy over union with 
the U. S. A. Presbyterian Church for a period of 
five years. 


This resolution, which was unanimously passed 
by the Assembly, was prepared by Dr. J. Ross Mc- 
Cain and the writer and the original copy is still 
in Dr. McCain’s possession. It was introduced on 
the floor of the General Assembly by the writer and 
immediately seconded by Dr. McCain. 


In the discussion which followed it was obvious 
that it met with the approval of the overwhelming 
majority of the members of the General Assembly. 
Recess time arrived and during that period the 
writer was told Dr. Charles King was to bring in 
an amendment to our resolution, authorizing the 
Committee on Cooperation to complete and publish 
its report. This was, of course, agreed to and Dr. 
King brought in his amendment immediately fol- 
lowing the conclusion of the recess period. For. the 
sake of the record it should be made clear that Dr. 
King’s resolution was not a substitute, but an 
amendment, the original resolution remaining 
identical and to it being added the authorization to 
the Committee to complete its work. This resolu- 
tion was unanimously passed and the Assembly 
arose spontaneously and sang, many with tears in 
ad eyes, “Praise God From Whom All Blessings 

ow.’ 


Today: The 1949 General Assembly, at the re- 
quest of the Committee on Cooperation and Union, 
has now authorized wide-scale measures looking 
towards “acquaintance and cooperation.” True, the 
General Assembly, acting on the recommendation 
of the Standing Committee on Inter-Church Re- 
lations, eliminated two of the most objectionable 
requests of the Committee on Cooperation and 
Union. True also, one General Assembly is not 
bound by actions of previeus Assemblys. But, the 
interpretation of the 1948 action by the 1949 
General Assembly sets in motion throughout the 
church activities which under the guise of steps 
for “acquaintanceship and cooperation” actually 
seek to promote union. 


This will make a difficult situation. The pro- 
ponents of union will bring into our church courts, 
pulpits and institutions brethren from the Northern 
church who will be attractive, many of them men 
of spiritual power, and all of them able representa- 
tives of their church. Common courtesyswill require 
that even those who oppose union receive them and 
this same courtesy will obviate entering into debate 
with them. 


The difficulty which we face is that in the minds 
of many the issue will be on the plane of personali- 
ties. But, the issue does not have to do with 
personalities, other than in exceptional instances. 
The issue has to do with a principle. It is not the 
personality of an individual which is at stake, it 
is the policy which that individual adheres to and 
for which he votes. 


The majority of those in our church who favor 
union do so, we believe, for one of four reasons. 


First: There are those whose commitment to the 
ecumenical movement is so final that they favor 
it, even if it involves a possible compromise in 
doctrinal matters. 


Second: There are those who fully agree with 
the inclusivist policy practiced in the Northern 
church and who naturally see no reason why we 
should refrain from uniting with them. a 


Third: There are a few, in a great minority, 
whose liberal views incline them to the company 
they will find in greater measure in the U. S. A. 
church. 


Finally: Those who have not evaluated the issues 
for themselves but are willing to go along with 
certain individuals or with the crowd. 


On the other hand, the opponents of union hold 
this position also for one or more distinct reasons. 


Some deplore the scuttling of a going church 
organization by its inclusion in an organization so 
large that it would of necessity become only a 
minor part. These believe greater efficiency de- 
mands the continuation of our church as a separate 
entity. 


In addition, many view with both alarm and dis- 
trust the entrenched liberalism in the Northern 
church. The Auburn Affirmation has not been 
forgotten, nor has the fact that many of its signers 
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were elevated to posts of highest authority in that 
church been overlooked. 


The feeling of distrust has been further height- 
ened by the refusal of the Northern members of the 
Committee on Cooperation and Union to inelude in 
the proposed plan of union the provision, now 
incorporated in our gwn Book of Chureh Order, 
that when a minister finds himself out of doctrinal 
accord with the standards of the church which he 
swears to uphold, he will notify his session or Pres- 
bytery to that effect. Their refusal to agree to 
this speaks volumes. 


Another objection, and it is an insurmountable 
one to many, is the New Presbyterian Curriculum 
for Sunday Schools which has been introduced into 
the Sunday Schools in the Northern Chureh during 
the past year. Dr. Oswald T. Allis, former profes- 
sor at Princefon, Theological Seminary, has written 
a devastating critique of this new curriculum, ex- 
posing its dangers and its departure from evan- 
gelical methods. Rather than use the Bible as pri- 
mary source this new curriculum uses the method 
of historical novels about the Bible and Bible char- 
acters and these books again and again take liber- 
ties with the Scripture itself. 


Breakers Ahead!! Yes, it is inevitable that there 
is unrest ahead. “Acquaintance” must include more 
than contacts with fine Christian men from another 
church. We have the right to know why they have 
condoned the Auburn Affirmationists. We have the 
right to ask why they are unwilling to acknowledge 
to their sessions, or Presbyteries, their defection 
from evangelical doctrines, as our ministers have 
promised to do. We have a right to get acquainted 
with their New Curriculum which they have intro- 
duced into their Sunday Schools. 


Breakers Ahead!! Yes, probably heart-break for 
some. Good men are differing on points which, to 
both sides, seem vital. Those of us who believe a 
strong witness is needed at this very time cannot 
visualize the setting aside of these vital things for 
the sake of an uneasy peace. On the other hand, 
those who envision a great united church, (which 
logic demands shall ultimately embrace all Chris- 
tian churches) based on the lowest possible denom- 
inator of “loyality’’ to Jesus Christ, will not easily 
be dissuaded from their intention to foree union 
at the earliest possible date. 


It is a time when we all need to pray as never 
before that God shall pour out His Spirit on the 
Church and revive us all. Certainly we all can agree 
that the Church lacks power in this distraught 
world. Regaining this power is not predicated either 
on union or on continued separation. It must come 
solely from the Holy Spirit poured out ye 


One Gate Before 


Twelve 


“The Presbyterian Outlook’’ issued a special 
edition at the close of the first night’s meeting of 
the General Assembly with Dr. Fulton’s sermon 
and an editorial criticizing that sermon. 


Dr. Fulton the retiring moderator, had court- 
eously furnished all of the church papers with an 
advance copy of this sermon but we think this is 
the first time a paper has been openly critical of 
the moderator’s sermon, certainly to the extent of 


publishing such criticism at the time of the meeting 
of the General Assembly itself. 


This editorial is not a defense of Dr. Fulton’s 
sermon. It was a clear statement of facts and a 
heart-felt appeal and needs study, not defense. 


But, this editorial in the “Presbyterian Outlook” 
entitled, ‘‘The Holy City Has Twelve Gates”, makes 
a statement which we wish explained and amplified. 
It needs amplification because it has been re- 
peatedly made but never explained. The statement 
is as follows: 


“In that connection, let us suggest that it is 
widely demonstrable that the difficulties which 
beset us come more largely from those who wish 
to use ancient methods of stating truth as molds 
into which the minds of Christian men and women 
of the present day must be poured; or, those who 
wish to force such a spiritual quality as truth 
through the channels of medieval or Sixteenth 
Century thought whether God’s Spirit testifies to 
its validity in a man’s own heart or not. 


“The inability to see the Spirit of God moving 
in the world and in the dynamic experiences of life 
about us, and the unwillingness to adapt state- 
ments of truth (not truth itself, mind you) to 
thought-forms of our own day have done more to 
bring division among Christians than any other 
thing. Men who have insisted that formulas of 
faith which had meaning because they grew out of 
the actual experience of an older time demand 
that persons now deny the validity of their own 


' “ knowledge of God and, throwing it aside, accept 


meekly the experience of another age. This of 
course would be quite impossible and for them to 
pretend to be able to follow such a course would 
be dishonest. 


“We need the answer to this question: What 
should the man do who loves Jesus Christ with all 
his being and is irrevocably committed to him as 
Lord and Saviour, who cannot, in loyalty to the 
Spirit of Truth, accept the forms (the forms, 
understand), of faith of another age?”’ 


What are the “ancient methods of stating truth” 
which the liberals are unable to accept? What are 
the ‘“‘channels of medieval or Sixteenth Century 
thought” which are unacceptable? What are the 
“thought-forms” at which the liberal rebels? 


We know of nothing which will do more to clear 
the atmosphere of theological controversy than to 
have these questions answered. The heart of the 
controversy is right here. 


The system of belief for which the evangelical 
contends is not a set of facts which have been 
obscured by archaic terminology but rather clear 
statements of truth which cre found in the Word 
of God and which are valid regardless of the 
language into which that Word has been translated, 
or the generation in which they are preached. 


These doctrines of Christianity are not forced 
into molds of Sixteenth Century thought, They 
are eternal truths which are unlimited by time. 
Each generation can and does find different 
methods of presenting these truths to sinners but 
the truths remain the same. 


This Journal was founded for the specific pur- 
pose of stating and restating this Gospel of re- 
demption which is God’s one way of salvation for 
man. It is true that the Holy City has twelve gates 
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but it is eternally significant and vital to know 
that before reaching that glorious city one must 
pass through the strait gate which is one gate, not 
many: “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way. that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.” 


The liberal has again and again been guilty of 
taking the clear and unequivocal statements of the 
Bible and “‘interpreting’’ them into the limbo of 
fiction or fancy. We welcome this admission of 
“The Presbyterian Outlook” that it rejects certain 
“thought-forms”. We now ask for specific en- 
lightment as to what these “thought-forms”’ are? 

— LN. B. 


“The Legislative 
Body Of The Southern 


Presbyterian 


Church” 


This phrase occurs in a report of the General 
Assembly carried in the Atlanta Constitution on 
June 2nd. Now the phrase was perhaps designed 
to indicate that the General Assembly was superior 
to the particular Committee whose report was 
mentioned. We have no desire to inquire who was 
responsible for the phrase or to blame the one re- 
sponsible. Which of us does not occasionally, and 
what would writers do if there were no printer’s 
devil on which to put the blame for our sundry 
slips? 


But according to our Book of Church Order the 
sole Kingship of Christ over His body the Church 
means that He is “the only Lawgiver in Zion’’, that 
the functions of the Church are “to proclaim, ad- 
minister and enforce the Law of Christ revealed 
in the Scriptures’. Church power is properly exer- 
cised when it is “in conformity with the statutes 
enacted by Christ the Lawgiver’’. Church Courts 
can “make no laws binding the conscience.” As 
Peck and Leslie point out, our Presbyterian doc- 
trine is that Church power is ministerial not mag- 
isterial, declarative not legislative. Our General 
Assembly is a court not a Legislature, its function 
is not to legislate, but to interpret the law of 
Christ our sole King and Législator. 


Let us pray God’s guidance upon the newly set 
up organization or reorganization of our Church 
that each and every part thereof may be directed 
to doing the will of our Lord and King—and may 
be saved from seeking to substitute man’s program 
for His. —Wnm. C. R. 


“The Sin Of Schism” 


When Dr. Ray Anderson. pastor of the Fourth 
Presbyterian Church, Chicago, and fraternal dele- 
gate from the Northern Church to our Assembly, 
spoke before the General Assembly he urged union 
of the two churches and our desisting from the 
“sin of schism’’. 


This writer along with many others, has opposed 
union of the two churches under present conditions 
and we do not feel that we are guilty of the sin 
of schism. In our judgment there are issues at 


stake which are vital and to characterize our posi- 
tion as schismatic and sinful is a failure to face the 
facts. 


We have it from unimpeachable sources that Dr. 
Anderson is a true minister of the Word, a godly 
preacher who faithfully preaches the entire counse] 
of God. 


For this reason it is, to us, inexplicable that Dr. 
Anderson should have been the one at the 1944 
General Assembly of the U. S, A. church to nomi- 
nate Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin as moderator. Dr. 
Coffin, by his writings, sermons and” personal 
testimony, does not hold to the essential doctrines 
of Christianity as they have been historically 
interpreted by the Presbyterian Church. The year 
he was elected moderator it was done despite 
warning by conseratives in the Northern Church 
beforehand that his election would be a declaration 
to our Southern Church that the Northern Assembly 
was not impressed by our insistance on doctrinal 


integrity. 


This inclusive policy in the U. S. A. Church, 
emphasized by the Auburn Affirmation, and con- 
tinued to the present time, is to many of us 
Southern Presbyterians a barrier which we will not 
cross. 


If it is schismatic to place store in the great 
doctrines of Christianity before ecumenicity, then 
we are guilty of schism. 


On the other hand, if contemporary experience 
and overwhelming evidence show that the Church 
is weak today because too many ministers believe 
too little and allow too much latitude, both in 
belief and practice, then for the sake of the Church 
there must be those who place faith before every- 
thing else. 


It is our expectation that in the months to come 
our position will be increasingly attacked. Some 
of the personal insinuations are not easy to take. 
But, if we are right may the Lord give us the 
strength and courage to maintain our stand. If 
we are wrong may He likewise show us = light. 


At Princeton University 


In the Letters-to-the-Editor Section of The 
Princeton Alumni Weekly, issue of May 6, 1949. 
there appeared the following letter: < 


Dear Sir: 


I have just finished reading the attempted 
justification of the present religious situation 
at Princeton which appeared in the Alumni 
Weekly of March 18 entitled “Beasts and 
Butterflies.”’ 


May I be allowed to add my voice in testi- 
mony to the general lack of “real religion” at 
Princeton at the present time? Of course, if 
“real religion’ consists simply in beautiful 
buildings, Princeton doubtless has a leading 
place. I am reminded of a description of the 
University Chapel which was a current saying 
during my stay on campus— “A beautiful 
monument over a dead religion.” I am afraid 
there is truth in this, and that Christianity, so 
far as Princeton generally is concerned, is stil! 
regarded as “‘dead.”’ (I speak as of ’41-’44, but 
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I have looked in vain for evidence to the con- 
trary since that time.) 


Doubtless I am to be viewed as still among 
the unenlightened—yea, possibly even among 
the violently vituperative unenlightened; for it 
remains my belief that “real religion” is based 
upon the love of the truth, and not simply up- 
on “fa feeling of reverence’”’ felt in entering 
the Chapel. (This feeling, however, remains a 
signal proof of the religious nature of man— 
debased and perverted though it may be.) 


The Department of Religion is mentioned as 
evidence in defense of Princeton’s “doing far 
more to promote the religious life of the stu- 
dents, and doing it better, than the College 
ever did in the Golden ’90’s.” I1 well remem- 
ber the love of the truth and the earnestness 
which so characterized this Department during 
my exposure to it. The assignment Was to 
read a section of the Apostle Paul’s Epistle to 
the Romans; and still vivid in my memory is 
the ease—the glibness—with which our in- 
structor glided over a question on “the wrath 
of God” in “For the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness of men, who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18); by remarking: 
“Oh, the theologians are still arguing about 
what that means.” Is not this a vastly dif- 
ferent attitude — indeed, a vastly different 
religion — from that of Francis L. Patton 
(‘When we had Patton, that was fine ,. .’”), 
who stated: ‘“‘The only hope of Christianity is 
in the rehabilitating of the Pauline theology. 
It is back, back to an incarnate Christ and the 
atoning blood, or it is on, on, on to atheism 
and despair.” Despite the whitewash I am 
afraid that at Princeton generally, it has been, 
and is—for all the pretensions—“On, on, on 
to atheism and despair.” 


Dennie Peteet, Jr., *45. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


P.S. After some reflection, I remain puz- 
zled as to why the article “‘Beasts and Butter- 
flies’ was ever published. Can it be that some 
echoes from Princeton’s praying past are prey- 
ing upon the conscience of a member of its 
prattling present? 


Mr. Peteet’s letter gives, in my opinion, a very 
accurate picture of the religious situation as it has 
existed in recent years at Princeton University. As 
an undergraduate on its campus from 1929 to 1932 
inclusive, I found that most of the students seemed 
completely indifferent to Biblical Christianity while 
many of the faculty went out of their way to 
ridicule it. It was remarked by more than one 
observer that the general atmosphere existent on 
the campus in those days was in reality anti- 
religious. 


There is a beautiful $2,000,000.00 Chapel on the 
campus, a veritable poem in white limestone. But 
when the members of the graduating class of 1937, 
for instance, were asked: ‘“‘Have you attended the 
University chapel this year?”, 801 members 
answered “‘No” and only 137 answered “Yes’’. 


The preaching in the Chapel, during my under- 
graduate days, was ultra-Modernist. The preachers 
were usually outstanding Liberals such as E, Stan- 
ley Jones, Henry Sloan Coffin, Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, Reinhold Niebuhr, and members of the 
faculties of the Divinity Departments of Yale and 
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Chicago Universities. It was very noticeable that 
the pulpit of the Chapel seemed closed to the out- 
standing Conservatives. 


Princeton University was founded more than 200 
years ago by Bible-believing Presbyterians. For 
many years it was supported by Presbyterian funds 
and remained true to Biblical Christianity. But it 
has long since forsaken its religious birthright, and 
today Modernism has replaced Biblical Christianity 
in its Chapel. Mr. Peteet is quite right in implying 
that the Biblical Christianity of Dr. Francis L. 
Patton was indeed a vastly different religion from 
the Modernism of such men as Dr. Henry Sloan 
Coffin and Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr. 


Dr. Francis L. Patton, D.D., LL.D., was President 
of Princeton University from 1888 to 1902 — his 
successor in office was Dr. Woodrow Wilson, Ph. D. 
From 1902 to 1913 Dr. Patton served as President 
of Princeton Theological Seminary. He was a 
great scholar and a Bible-believing Christian. He 
clearly saw where Modernism was leading the 
prominent eastern universities, and he summarized 
his views in the famed remark quoted by Mr. Peteet 
in his letter. 


If some of the members of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, who seem so fascinated by the word 
“Liberalism” in religion, could actually see and 
realize what the effects of Liberalism or Modernism 
have been at Princeton University, they would 
rapidly and completely turn back to the solid réck 
of Biblical Christianity, as it is outlined in the 
Westminister Standards, rather than drift slowly 
onward toward the quicksands of Modernist un- 
belief. — C. W. A. 


Ambition For Our 
Children 


The radio program, ‘Welcome Travelers’, recent- 
ly had as one of its guests a young man who was 
on his way home from Canada where he and his 
wife had just the day previously adopted a little 
boy, three and a half years of age. The child was 
with his new-found father. 


In the course of the conversation between the 
master of ceremonies and this young man he was 
asked, ‘‘What is your ambition for your son?” and 
the immediate reply was, “I just want him to grow 
up to be a good Christian man.” 


How this simple statement warms one’s heart. 
bij: « ambition could one possibly have for 
a child? 


God has placed a serious responsibility on 
parents, a responsibility which is evaded only at 
infinite cost. Only the Christian parent is pre- 
pared to properly train children and it is a day 
and night job which requires prayer, work and 
common sense. 


_ Raising children for the Lord entails many de- 
finite things, several of which we will mention. 


It requires daily wisdom and guidance from the 
Lord. How thankful we should be that this is given 
freely when we ask for it. 


It further requires that as we should seek Him 
first in our own lives we should put Him first also 
in the life and plans of our children. How we 
need to search our hearts to see whether our first 
ambition for them is that they shall fulfil God’s 
plan and purpose for these children. 


: 
r 
‘A 
r 
al 
iT 
te 
Gi 
r 
as 
is 
> 
7 
it 
ve 
If 


Page 6 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


June 15, 1949 


There comes to each Christian parent a time 
when a momentous decision has to be made. This 
decision is on whether to compromise or not. The 
compromise comes in various forms and to varying 
degrees. It may be insideous, it may be open and 
readily recognized. It will come in the matter of 
personal conduct of the parent, in the companion- 
ships, amusements and habits desirable for our 
children. 


These testings, and they are serious both in their 
immediate and ultimate effect on our childdren, 
occur and recur but as time goes on, if they are 
met in the wisdom God so gladly gives, their in- 
tensity decreases and the joy of seeing our children 
grow in true spiritual graces will be our reward. 


We do not believe the question of compromise 
can be too greatly stressed. Our children sense the 
earnestness of our spiritual desires for them when 
they realize that we wish their spiritual welfare so 
earnestly that we will suffer, if necessary, to lead 
them in that way. 


Entwined with the matter of compromise is the 
inescapable problem of personal example. Children 
are quick to differentiate between sham and earnest 
longing for their eternal welfare. Our daily ex- 
ample is being watched and interpreted in the light 
of our profession. A godly. example will do much 
to direct our children’s way to and in Him. 


Another factor in the Christian home is that of 
humor and relaxation in the form of reading and 
games. Some of the happiest homes we have ever 
known were homes in which Christian living was 
seasoned with keenest humor and where the re- 
freshment and relaxation of games was an integral 
part of life. 


The eventual goal of Christian parents is not the 
domination and control of their children in ways 
they have prescribed. The ultimate aim is to bring 
one’s children into that personal relationship with 
the Lord who not only saves them but also keeps 
and satisfies their every need, 


Yes, it is a great responsibility. It involves so 
much which only those who live close to the Lord 
can possibly have. But, how infinitely much is at 
stake. The temporal and eternal welfare of our 
children hangs in the balance. How can we have a 
lesser ambition for them? —L.N.B. 


Food For Thought 


Acquiescence to doctrinal truth demands the 
placing of adequate and proper emphasis on those 


doctrines. 


Believe the vicarious atonement and we must 
preach it. Preach it and we must magnify the work 
of our Lord. Magnify Him and we must recognize 
our utterly lost state outside of His redeeming 


grace. 


No day has probably ever offered greater temp- 
tation to compromise our faith in the essential 
elements of Christianity for a fancied gain through 
ecumenical solidarity. 


Intellectual attainments, scientific, philosophical 
or otherwise have in no way invalidated the facts 
of the Christian faith. —LN.B 


DIVIDENDS WILL 
FLOW 


When you give to the Davidson College 
Development Program your investment 
will result in dividends which will flow 
long after you have had control over such 
investments. The dividends will flow. in 
terms of: 


EDUCATED CHRISTIAN MEN. 


A STRONGER CHURCH LEADERSHIP— 
LAY AND CLERICAL, AND 


A VITALIZED DEMOCRACY AND FREE 
ENTERPRISE. 


J. R. CUNNINGHAM, D.D., LL.D. 
President 
Davidson College 
Davidson .... North Carolina 


FRSA 


Hints From Heaven 
By Anton J. Van Puffelen - Pastor 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Dallas ... Texas 


“ |. . even so we also should walk in newness of 
life ...’’ The message of Easter is primarily con- 
cerned with the two most covered-up themes of 
LIFE and DEATH. It deals, in fact. with the con- 
cept of Life Versus Death. 


Today life has lost its meaning in “bonnets and 
bunnies” and death has been conveniently obliviated 
under ‘“‘the lily and the rose.’”’ And thus the great- 
est Victory of all time, the Cross and the Open 
Tomb, has lost its power of inspiration and has 
been secularized into a sales promotion scheme. 


The glory of Easter is not reflected in human 
attire, but rather in human life as it is lived “‘in 
the power of HIS resurrection.’”’ Easter underscores 
NEWNESS OF LIFE,—new in its origin: the 
Love of God; new in its concept: the Grace of God; 
new in its purpose: the Glory of God; new in its 
hope: Eternal Life through Christ; new in its 
victory: faith in Christ and new in its confidence: 
surrender to Christ. 


Why not make Easter that which it ought to 
be: a spontaneous and continuous expression of 
everlasting gratitude to God for His infinite love, 
grace and power which were manifested on the 
First Easter Day and of which we are still par- 
takers of today! 


Let us walk in the NEWNESS OF LIFE. In 
fact, would it not be the basest of ingratitude not 
to WALK in this newness of life? 


Po > 


b 
(; 
Dp 
t¢ 
re 
tl 
ai 
fs 
St 
te 
a 
at 
th 
m 
h 
tl 


June 15, 1949 


= 


The Eighty-Ninth General Assembly 
Of The Presbyterian Church 
In The United States 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


After a visit to Atlanta as guest of the First 
Presbyterian Church, in 1948, the General As- 
sembly returned to Montreat in response to a 
cordial invitation extended by Dr. J. Rupert Mc- 
Gregor, President of Mountain Retreat Association. 
Dr. McGregor is familiar with the duties of a host 
and discharges his office with charm and efficiency. 


The General Assembly is the highest court of our 
Church. It occupies a middle course between Con- 
gregationalism and Episcopalianism. For years, its 
Moderator has been considered: only a presiding 
officer whose duties terminate with adjournment 
until the following meeting when he preaches the 
opening sermon and calls the body to order. The 
action of the Assembly on reorganization modifies 
this to some extent. The highest interpreter of 
Scripture in our Church is not one individual but a 
court composed of an equal number of teaching and 
ruling elders. Our system abhors centralization that 
results in a super-control which abridges the free- 
dom of the individual. 


As Presbyterians, we are taught not to look for 
infallibility in even the highest of Church courts. 
Infallibility is not found in a show of hands in a 
Church court or even in the “ecumenical mind.”’ 
Infallibviy belongs only to the Word of God, and 
therefére all actions must be judged in the light of 
Scriptures. Individualism and ecclesiasticism must 
both bow before the tribunal of Biblical revelation. 


Intense interest is always manifested in the 
General Assembly as it is usually the focal point 
of Church activities. Here policies are made and 
plans for the future projected. Two reports came 
to the fore just prior to the meeting of this As- 
sembly that generated much interest. One was the 
report of the ad interim Committee on the Re- 
organization of the Agencies of the Church. The 
other was the report of the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union that was published several months 
ago and precipitated so much disquietude through- 


out the Church. 
| Opening Night 


The worship period on the opening night of the 
Assembly was led by Dr. J. Rupert MeGregor. Rev. 
D. A. Swicord of Panama City, Florida, led the 
Assembly in prayer and read the Seripture. 


The Moderator’s Sermon 


The retiring Moderator, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 
used as the subject of his sermon, “Foundations of 
Christian Unity.” The text was, “One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism.”’ (Eph. 4:5) Although the full 
sermon will be published in The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal it will not be out of place to offer 
a few comments on this sermon. This writer has 
attended the Genera! Assembly many times during 
the past twenty years. It is his considered judg- 
ment that this was the most penetrating sermon 
he has ever heard on such an occasion. It evidenced 
thoughtful preparation and was delivered in a 


moving manner. It was a forthright sermon. It 
faced issues. It looked squarely at the conditions 
of our Church and described them courageously. 
It was a sermon that was needed at this hour in the 
life of the Southern Presbyterian Church. It was 
realistic. It was thoroughly Christian in Spirit. It 
was an impassioned plea for understanding, broth- 
erly affection, and mutual forbearance. It was a 
plea to preserve forever the spirit that was mani- 
fested at the General Assembly of 1948. This spirit, 
he declared, “is what the Church needs. It is, I 
believe, what God wants.” 


Dr. Fulton reminded the commissioners of this 
Assembly that unity has foundations and that, “We 
should set ourselves more resolutely to the streng- 
thening of the foundations upon which our spiritual 
oneness rests. For Christian unity is more than a 
mere subjective mood or attitude, more than a 
disembodied spirit of good will. It possesses a 
definite objective content ... There is no short cut 
to the achievement of Christian unity.” 


A common allegiance to Christ was held up as 
the first fundamental of Christian unity. He de- 
clared, ‘“‘To Him in all the glory of His commanding 
Person let the Church renew her loyal allegiance. 
Let us discover our unity afresh as we delight in 
giving Him the preeminence ... thus exalting our 
one Lord we find the basis of our solidarity, both 
tee our-communion and with others around the 
world.” 


Without equivocation Dr. Fulton affirmed that 
Christian unity rests upon a common body of belief 
and conviction. “This,” he said, “tis the morf&r that 
holds our body.” He pointed out that in the New 


_ Testament we find that the element of belief is 


everywhere emphasized as a distinguishing charac- 
teristic of true discipleship. With discernment he 
also reminded the Assembly, “‘We have seen the 
tragic divisions that have come within Protestant- 
ism as a result of doctrinal aberrations of one 
variety or another.” Dr. Fulton placed the respon- 
sibility for this disunity in Protestantism more at 
the door of those who advocate another Gospel than 
at the feet of those who decline to join a retreat 
from the historic faith. Sensing the peril existing 
in our own Church Dr. Fulton warned, “I plead 
then that we seek to lay more firmly than ever 
before the foundations of our faith. Our Church 
has been blessed with a strong inheritance of belief. 
We need to guard it and to treasure this possession 
...1n so doing I believe we shall be honoring Christ 
and strengthening anew the basis of our Christian 
unity.” 
The Election Of Moderator 


Following Dr. Fulton’s sermon Rev. John F. 
Anderson, Jr., pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Tyler, Texas, led the Assembly in prayer. 
A quorum being present the Stated Clerk an- 
nounced that nominating speeches would be limited 
to ten minutes and the seconding speeches to five 
minutes. 
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The first Commissioner nominated was W. E. 
Price, Ruling Elder from the Caldwell Memorial 
Church in Charlotte, N. C. He was nominated by 
Dr. James A. Jones, pastor of the Myers Park Pres- 
byterian Church of Charlotte. Dr. Jones urged the 
election of Mr. Price on the basis of “his excellence 
in the service of the Church which cannot be 
surpassed.”’” He informed the Assembly that for 
many years Mr. Price has been superintendent in 
the Church School that has become a model to many 
other churches. He said that there are dozens of 
churches in Mecklenberg Presbytery that owe their 
life to him. He closed by asserting, “For forty-five 
years Mr. Price has been in the leadership of our 
Church. In him we find desert and ability combin- 
ed.”’ Dr. Cecil Lang of the Presbytery of Dallas 
seconded the nomination of Mr. Price. In doing 
so he said, “‘In this day in which we are increasingly 
recognizing the leadership of the Elder, Mr. Price 
is an Elder that is worthy of this honor.” 


Dr. Jack Thomas of Union Theological Seminary 
placed in nomination the name of Dr. William V. 
Gardner, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Atlanta. Dr. Thomas stated that Dr. Gardner 
served as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Tuscumbia, Alabama for three years, pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church of Farmville, Virginia, for 
three years, and since that time has been the 
“dearly beloved pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Atlanta.” Dr. Gardner is Chairman of 
the Assembly’s Committee of Home Missions, and 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Columbia 
Theological Seminary. Elder Edward McNair of the 
Druid Hills Presbyterian Church of Atlanta second- 
ed Dr. Gardner’s nomination. He told the Assembly 
that Dr. Gardner is pastor of the largest Presby- 
terian Church in Georgia, a Church that has a 
budget this year of $99,000. 


Only one ballot was necessary to decide the 
election, and the tabulation showed that the race 
was close. Mr. Price received 200 votes and Dr. 
Gardner 190. Dr. Gardner then offered the motion 
that the nomination be made unanimous. Mr. Price 
was escorted to the Moderator’s chair and Dr. 
Darby Fulton presented him with a silver gavel 
given by Rev. and Mrs. Henry E. Pressly, mission- 
aries to Brazil. It was a replica of the gavel used 
- the organization of the Presbyterian Church in 

exico. 


Temporary Clerks 


Dr. E. C. Scott, the Stated Clerk of the Assembly, 
placed in nomination Rev. William B. Clemmons 
of Lexington Presbytery, Rev. W. J. Hazelwood of 
Atlanta Presbytery and Rev. Frank C. King of St. 
Louis Presbytery as Temporary Clerks. The As- 
sembly voted unanimously for these three men who 
were experienced in this type of work. 


Address By Dr. Visser ’T Hooft 


Friday morning Dr. Visser ’T Hooft, Executive 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches, with 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, addressed the 
Assembly. He was introduced by Dr. Homer Mc- 
Millan of Atlanta. Dr. McMillan stated that Dr. 
Visser ’T Hooft was a member of the Reformed 
Church of the Netherlands. By way of introduction, 
Dr. Visser ’T Hooft declared, “The incredible thing 
about Amsterdam was that the little ship launched 
at this meeting was at times so near the rocks, but 
was then steered into clear waters.’’ He acknow- 
ledged that since Amsterdam the secular press has 
thrown the searchlight of publicity on the actions 
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Moderator W. E. Price 


taken, and he has had “‘to explain away the mis- 
understandings concerning the nature of the World 
Council.” The speaker insisted that the World 
Council stands for “‘The Lordship of Christ” and 
feels that this fact must be maintained in all 
systems of the world. He said that the World 
Council was needed as a common witness because 
“the world is crying out for a clear voice on what 
King Jesus has to say to our generation.” He also 
felt that this Council was needed ‘‘to present a 
common strategy, especially in the evangelizing 
mission of the world. The Church must realize 
that there are many new pagan forces, and separate 
denominations need the help of others to combat 
these forces.” 


Dr. Visser ’T Hooft said that the World Council 
of Churches is neither organizational nor designed 
to be a centralized super-church. One of the things 
that impressed this reporter was that Dr. Visser ’T 
Hooft came out plainly for the Godhood of Jesus 
Christ. Although there are some things that Dr. 
Visser ’T Hooft did not explain to the satisfaction 
of all Commissioners, we are glad to report that on 
the great essential of our faith, namely, the Deity 
of Christ, he gave no uncertain sound. 


The Reorganization Of The 
Agencies Of The Church 


The Ad Interim Committee presented the Com- 
missioners with a book of 107 pages as a result of 
its studies during the past two years of the re- 
organization of our Church. Dr. James A. Jones, 
the Secretary of this Committee, submitted the 
report. Ruling Elder E. G. Truly, Jr., of Fayette, 
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Mississippi, offered a motion to delay action until 
1950 and give the Presbyteries and churches an 
opportunity to study the contents of the report. 
Rev. Tilden Scherer of Clover, S. C., offered the 
second to this motion and pointed out that this 
Assembly is not competent to vote on this matter 
for the whole Church as it has not had an op- 
portunity to study it. Ruling Elder Jack Reid of 
Tuscumbia, Alabama, spoke for the motion saying, 
“I,am in a position of. not being sufficiently in- 
formed to vote, and if I am forced to vote I will 
have to vote against it. This report touches every 
member of our Church and we should not be in 
haste on such an important matter.” Dr. Frank H. 
Caldwell of Louisville was in favor of immediate 
action, but declared, ‘“‘We do not have the desire 
to see this report railroaded thru this Assembly.”’ 
He was followed by ruling Elders C. S. Johnson of 
St. Louis and Eldon Wilson of Richmond who felt 
that the time to act was now. Dr. Will. A. Alex- 
ander of Shreveport made a strong appeal for post- 
ponement until next year. Among other things he 
said, “I have not had time to read this report. 
Frankly I do not think that this Assembly has had 
sufficient time to familiarize itself with it. The 
changes here may be all right, but I doubt if we 
have the right to subordinate our judgment to that 
of about six men. Let us not plunge into the deep 
end and do this thing on such short notice.” Elder 
Neill Salmon of Lillington, N. C., and Rev. C. V. 
Farrell of Texarkana, Arkansas, followed Dr. Alex- 
ander with pleas for immediate action. This dis- 
cussion was closed by the Secretary’s appeal for 
present action without delay. He said, ““We believe 
we should act now because of the areas of un- 
certainty that exist in our agencies. There is noth- 
ing in this report that will modify our Presbyterian 
heritage.”’ 


Voting down the motion to defer action until the 
Church had had time to study the Committee re- 
port, the Assembly spent most of its time from 
Friday noon until late Saturday afternoon, in con- 


sidering this report, completing the adoption in a — 


ousiness session following the Saturday night popul- 
ar meeting on Christian Education. A total of some 
140 “recommendations,” several with subheads, 
were adopted in that time. This fact would seem 
to provide some justification for the remark Satur- 
day afternoon by the Rev. Thomas Van Puffelen, 
Commissioner from Dallas, Texas that “this thing 
nas been going fast.”’ That speaker pointed out 
that the Committee itself had offered changes as 
the discussion proceeded, which, he said, indicated 
that the report was not complete. The Secretary 
of the committee, in several instances, indicated 
that subcommittees of the main committee had 
nandled different phases of the study, which, he 
indicated, was responsible for lack of harmony be- 
tween certain sections of the report. It is the 
feeling of this writer that such far-reaching changes 
should have been aired before the entire Church, 
not just before the Commissioners to this Assembly, 
many of whom did not receive the printed report 
more than two weeks prior to the Assembly, and 
the Commissioners being, in the main, the only 
ones in the Church who had had copies at all. It is 
the further opinion that the ‘‘reorganization” would 
nave had much more prospect for success if adop- 
tion had been delayed until the Church at large 
had had opportunity to study it. 


The reorganization plan involves a number of 
changes in nomenclature, several transfers of func- 
‘ions, changes in methods of nominating members 
of the executive agencies, some changes in the 
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procedure for spending benevolent funds. The 
Publicity Committee provided for under the re- 
organization plan has been instructed to prepare 
literature designed to provide the Church with in- 
formation as to the changes made. The many 
changes cannot be even mentioned in this present 
short review of the Assembly meeting. The barest 
outline, only, is attempted here. 


The very first recommendation adopted was that 
involving the change in name of our “Executive 
Committees” to “Boards.”’ This new term is the 
one used by the Northern Presbyterian Church, and 
by some other denominations, and from the very 
beginning of our Southern Church has been a term 
held in disfavor, because we as a Church have 
wanted to avoid any justification for executive 
agencies feeling that they were independent of the 
Assembly in the matter of the authority of action. 
This change in terminology, plus the transfer of 
some functions, led to the new names being used. 


The former Committee on Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief becomes the Board of An- 
nuities and Relief, while the present ‘Christian 
Education” phase of this Committee’s work is trans- 
ferred to the Board of Education, which is the new 
name for the Committee on Religious Education 
and Publication. A motion to call this Board the 
Board of ‘‘Christian’’ Education was defeated. 


The Board of Education will have as “divisions”’ 
in the Board, an editorial division, a business divi- 
sion, and divisions on “‘Church School,”’ on “Men’s 
Work,” and on “College and Student Work.” 


The former Committee of Foreign Missions be- 
comes the Board of World Missions, with divisions 
on foreign missions and overseas relief and re- 
habilitation. 


The former Committee of Home Missions be- 
comes the Board of Church Extension. This will 
include divisions on evangelism, missions, radio, 
Negro work, and Christian relations. Sunday 
School extension is now to be carried on under this 
Board of Church Extension. It is to be noted that 
Negro work, which the Assembly was told just a 
few years ago, should be taken from the Home 
Missions Committee and made an _ independent 
agency, has now been taken back under the wing 
of the Board of Church Extension, the ‘‘successor”’ 
to the Home Missions Committee. 


Woman’s work is to be administered under a 
‘‘Board of Woman’s Work,” although men’s work 
is only a “‘division” under the Board of Education. 
Efforts to provide that the woman’s work be 
treated in the same relationship to the Board of 
Education as is planned for the men’s work, were 
defeated. 


A sixth Board is to have the title, ““Office of the 
General Assembly.”” Under this “Board” are listed 
as ‘“‘divisions” these phases of work, “Stated Clerk 
and Treasurer,” “‘Commission on Minister and His 
Work,”’ “Historical Foundation,” “Montreat Asso- 
ciation and College,’ and the “Assembly’s Training 
School.” 


The “over-all” organization of the Assembly is to 
function under five groups: “‘Nominating Com- 
mittee,’’ “Committee. on Cooperation and Union,” 
“General Council,” “Judicial Committee,” and “Ad 
Interim Committees.”” The General Council’s func- 


tions will cover “Budget,” “Publicity,” ‘“‘Research,” 
and ‘“‘Program.” 


THE INSPIRATION AND 
AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE 


By Benjamin B. Warfield 
PRICE $3.75 


This volume contains the principal articles by 
the late Dr. Warfield in defense of the full 
trustworthiness of the Bible plus an introduc- 
tion by an outstanding scholar written in the 
light of the development in philosophy and 
theology since Dr. Warfield’s death. 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


There is to be a Permanent Nominating Com- 
mittee, composed of five ministers and four lay 
members, each serving one term of three years 
and not subject to re-election until after the lapse 
of at least three years. This Committee shall name 
nominees for all Board and Committee member- 
ships, including those for the General Council, ex- 
cept those on the Permanent Committee on Co- 
operation and Union (which are chosen by the 
Synods). At the beginning of this nominating 
Committee plan, the nine members shall be named, 
three each, by the Moderator of the Assembly in the 
year when the reorganization becomes effective 
(1949, as it turned out), the living Moderator next 
preceding, and the living Moderator next preceding. 
Permission for ‘Nominations from the floor” is 
provided. 


The General Council will be composed of twenty- 
four members, fifteen of whom are to be ministers. 
In the beginning, the present members of the 
Stewardship Committee are to be included in the 
membership of the Council. 


An important change includes moving the office 
of the Stated Clerk from Dallas, Texas, to Atlanta, 
Georgia. Elder Paul Fuller of Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, made an eloquent plea for Montgomery as 
the location for this office, saying he would like for 
all the agencies now located in Atlanta to move to 
“the center of the Assembly” and a lovely city. 


A committee suggestion for change of the church 
year to coincide with the calendar year was dis- 
posed of by referring it to the General Council to 
study and make recommendation to a later As- 
sembly. 


A change was voted in the meeting time of the 
Assembly, to Thursday following the first Sunday 
in June. Recommendation was adopted to try to 
meet elsewhere than Montreat at least every other 
year. 


Presbyteries were urged to consider electing lay 
commissioners for a term of two years, to be chosen 
preferably at the fall meetings of Presbyteries. 
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Changes in Assembly procedure were voted, with 
a reduction in the number of standing committees, 
and with a provision that, except in emergencies, 
Commissioners be paid for their traveling expenses 
only if they remain until the Assembly closed. 


An important and far-reaching provision was 
adopted in connection with church contributions to 
benevolences. Benevolent causes are reduced to 
five: World Missions, Church Extension, Education, 
Ministerial Relief, and General Fund. The genera! 
fund shall include all lesser (in size) funds, one 
of which is to be an “equalization fund.” This 
equalization fund is to be given in the budget a 
percentage ratio, ‘“‘calculated to bring in funds 
sufficient to equalize the amounts received by the 
various Assembly causes in accordance with the 
budget adopted by the General Assembly,” and this 
fund is to be apportioned annually by the As- 
sembly Treasurer ‘“‘to those agencies of the As- 
sembly not receiving their proportionate share of 
the amount allotted to them in the Assembly’s 


budget.” special offerings and designated re- 
oups 


ceipts” from churches and organized church 
(but not from individuals, corporations and trust 


funds, and excepting Women’s Birthday Offerings | 


and other special offerings when specifically ex- 
empted by the Assembly) “shall count in the 
budget percentage of the agency in question.” This 
would seem to mean that no matter to what benevo- 
lent cause a church may give its money, even if the 
church “designates” its contribution for some parti- 
cular benevolent cause, part of this contribution 
(if the cause receives more than its allotted per- 
centage would provide) may end up by going to 


some benevolent cause in which the church giving — 


the money was not interested or to which it was 
opposed. 


It was voted to create at once the General 
Council, and that this Council be instructed to 
proceed immediately to supervising and effecting 
the changes in organization indicated in ad interim 
report, reorganization to be completed with all 
speed commensurate with wisdom and efficiency, 
and certainly by March 31, 1950. Further pro- 
ceedings of the 1949 Assembly were undertaken 
having in view the reorganization it had voted. 


PELOUBET’S NOTES 


We Still Have On Hand A Few Copies Of 
Peloubet’s Select Notes - 1949 


| 
| 
PRICE $2.75 1 
| 


For a limited time, or until our present sup- 
ply is exhausted, we will send one copy of this 
book, together with a year’s subscription to 


‘ The Journal, either new or renewal, for $2.75, 


|} which is the price of the boek alone. 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
.. North Carolina 


Weaverville 
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BIBLICAL THEOLOGY 
Old And New Testaments 
By Geerhardus Vos 
Price $5.00 


This work represents the ripe fruit of a life- ; 
time of sacrificed and erudite labor. Dr. Vos 
was for 40 years a member of the faculty of 


Princeton Theological Seminary, where he 
held the chair of Biblical Theology. 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Elder’s Fellowship Banquet 


The fifth annual Elders’ Fellowship Banquet was 
held Friday evening. S. J. Patterson, Jr., As- 
sembly’s Director of Men’s Work, presided. Greet- 
ings were extended to the group by Moderator W. 
E. Price. There were 196 Elders present. Clinton 


Harris, Director of Advertising and Promotion of 


the Committee of Religious Education and Publica- 
tion in Richmond gave an illustrated preview of 
the men’s Convention to be held in_the municipal 
Auditorium of Atlanta, Georgiag ‘ovember 4, 5, 
and 6, 1949. The principal speaker for this occasion 
was Dr. J. Farra Van Meter, prominent surgeon of 
Lexington, Kentucky. Dr. Van Meter pointed out 
the place of the Christian layman in our modern 
world. He stated that laymen must give a larger 
measure of devotion to the Chureh of Christ. To 
this end Dr. Van Meter stated, “The Church must 
be re-evaluated by most of us. It deserves more of 
our time and our resources.’”’ He urged the Elders 
present to heartily engage in visitation evangelism. 
This form of service to Christ he emphasized was 
good for the Church and also for the persons en- 
gaging it it. 


Stewardship 


A popular meeting on Stewardship was the 
principal feature of the Assembly on Friday night. 
Dr. James G. Patton informed the Assembly that 
our Church gave four million dollars more last 
year than ever before. We gave more to benevol- 
ences, more to Church building, and more to cur- 
rent expenses that at any time in our history. He 
also indicated that this growth in Stewardship has 
resulted in revived interest in the Bible. He pointed 
out that one of the explanations for this increase 
in Stewardship has been the emphasis placed on 
tithing. 


Dr. Patton introduced Dr. L. P. Burney who 
spoke on the Presbyterian Program of Progress. 
Dr. Burney outlined what the Church has done thus 
far in carrying out this program and then discussed 
plans for the remaining years. 


Dr. W: A. Alexander, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Stewardship submitted a number of 


recommendations for this department. Among them 
we mention that March 5, 1950, was designated as 
Every Member Canvass Day and that the canvass 
not be called complete until every member has 
either made a pledge or has refused to do so after 
having the claims of the Church presented to him 
in person by a representative of the Church. The 
theme of the Every Member Canvass for the year 
1950 will be, “Say YES To Your Faith.” Emphasis 
will also be placed upon the tithe, or, as this report 
calls it, “The separated portion.’’ A special effort 
will be made to_increase tithing in 1949 througu the 
thirteen weeks, “‘Prove God’’ period, followed by 
. — to permanent tithing through tithers’ 
clubs. 


The General Assembly adopted an asking quota 
of four million dollars for 1950-51. A Church 
calendar was also adopted which will be published 
later in The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


The annual report of the Stewardship Com- 
mittee called attention to its new location. The 
offices of the Committee on Stewardship and the 
Presbyterian Program of Progress were moved on 
April 15 from the Henry Grady Building to 324 
Church Street, Decatur, Georgia. This change will 
not only make the work more efficient, but it will 
give an opportunity to save several thousand dol- 
lars a year for rent. 


Invitations For The 
Next Assembly 


At the close of the Stewardship report two in- 
vitations were extended for the 1950 Assembly. Dr. 
T. C. Bales, Moderator of the Synod of Virginia, 
and Dr. W. E. Hudson extended an invitation for 
the Assembly to meet at Massanetta, Virginia. Dr. 
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Bales stressed the hospitality of Virginia and Dr. 
Hudson pointed out the opportunities for the Com- 
missioners to visit historic places in that state while 
at the Assembly. Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, President 
of the Mountain Retreat Association invited the 
Assembly to meet again at Montreat. The invitation 


to Massanetta was accepted. At this time an invita- . 


tion was read to the Assembly from Dr. Marshall 
Dendy for the Assembly of 1951 to meet as guests 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Orlando, Fla. 


Sunday Morning Worship 


One of the high moments in a meeting of the 
Assembly is the Sunday morning worship services in 
Anderson Auditorium. The Assembly was fortunate 
this year in having as its speaker Dr. W. A. Alex- 
ander, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Shreveport. Dr. Alexander used as his subject, 
“Walking In The Light.’”’ The message was based on 
I John 1:7. The minister observed that by walking 
in the light three consequences are observed. One 
is a growing sense of the reality of sin. The second 
is a growing appreciation of the Person and Work 
of Christ Jesus. The third is a growing sense of 
forgiveness. When we walk in the Light Dr. Alex- 
ander said we have fellowship with God, fellowship 
with one another and a holiness of life will follow 
as a result of this walk. He closed with a strong 
appeal for a closer walk with God and its apologetic 
value before the world. “‘The evidence of the reality 
and the sincerity of our faith is not to be found in 
the political arena and the pressure that we may 
put on government, nor yet upon the theological 
battleground in our insistence upon the minutiae of 
doctrine. It is to be found in the clear bright light 
of lives, individual and corporate, that are founded 
and lived in the will of God. More forceful than 
any sermon we ministers have ever preached, more 
potent than any decision you Elders have ever made 
in the Church Courts is the silent eloquence of 
Godly lives flowing from our union with Christ in 
evidence that we are walking in the Light.” 


Religious Education 


The popular meeting on Religious Education was 
held Sunday night. Dean Lewis J. Sherrill of Louis- 
ville Theological ‘Seminary and Director of the Re- 
study of Religious Education gave the principal 
adddress. In masterly fashion Dr. Sherrill sum- 
marized the findings of the Committee on Restudy. 
He reminded the Assembly that this restudy is a 
result of a statesmanlike vision of the Executive 
Secretary of Religious Education. He felt that 
there was a need for an analysis of the work being 
done by this Committee and a redrawing of policies 
and goals for the future. Some forty members have 
been engaged in this study for a period of four 
years. This was a mammouth undertaking. The 
Committee began its work by a process of orienta- 
tion. It engaged in extensive field studies. It has 
now formulated its findings in “A Restudy of Re- 
ligious Education.”’ Dr. Sherrill pointed out that al- 
though our Church as a whole has enjoyed ‘a uni- 
form growth this statement is deceptive in that it 
is not uniformly distributed in all synods. Eight 
out of our seventeen Synods have rémained almost 
static in Church membership and Sunday School 
enrollment for about forty years. Our Church is 
not growing at an even pace. Dean Sherrill also 
told the Assembly that one-third of our Sunday 
Schools are less than fifty in enrollment and two- 
thirds are under one hundred. The Committee kept 
this in mind in its recommendations. Pr. Sherrill 
closed by placing upon the consciences of the 
people a responsibility for propagating the ancient 
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Gospel in our modern \world. The Assembly ex- 
pressed its gratitude to Dr. Sherrill for his monu- 
mental work in this field. 


Dr. E. D. Grant, Executive Secretary, reported 
to the Assembly that financially the year 1948-49 
is the best in our Executive Committee’s history. 
Budget and Program of Progress offerings totaled 
$229,348.85 as over against $210,640.33 for the 
preceding year, representing an increase of $18,- 
708.52. He also announced that the business de- 
partment was in a fine condition. Sales during the 
past year set an all-time record exceeding the mil- 
lion dollar mark for the first time in Executive 
Committee history. 


The report of the Standing Committee on Re- 
ligious Education was submitted by the Rev. W. E. 
Crane. This Committee asked the Assembly to en- 
dorse the calling of a fourth quadrennial Youth 
Convention on the World Mission of the Church on 
December 28, 1950. This recommendation was 
adopted. The Assembly designated September 265, 
1949 as Rally Day. 


Fraternal Delegates 


Dr. Jesse M. Bader, Executive Secretary of the 
Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council 
of Churches represented this body. He told the 
Assembly that the Council is composed of 27 de- 
nominations, representing 28 million Protestants. 
He expressed the belief that there is a rising tide of 
evangelism in all Protestant churches today. He 
urged the Assembly to join with other Protestants 
in making October a Church attendance crusade to 
fill up the pews of our Churches. The tenth anni- 
versary of World Wide Communion will also be 
observed in October. ' 


Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson, Pastor of the Fourth 
Presbyterian Church of Chicago was a fraternal 
delegate from the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
He also represented the Western section of the 
Presbyterian Alliance. He related his visit to the 
island of Iona in Scotland and brought back two 
Celtic crosses. One was presented to the Moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. and the other 
to the Presbyterian Church, U. S. Moderator W. E. 
Price received this cross with appropriate remarks. 
Dr. Anderson then made a lengthy appeal for the 
union of the two Churches. 


Dr. J. B. McBride, pastor of the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church of Anderson, S. C., 
was a fraternal delegate from the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church. Dr. McBride declared, 
“We are not only brethren in Christ, but adherents 
of the grandest of all systems of theology, Calvin- 
ism.’” He expressed the conviction that our’ two 
Churches should work together in the glorious task 
of evangelism. 


Professor Robert M. Karr of Pittsburg-Xenia 
Seminary was a fraternal delegate from the United 
Presbyterian Church. While maintaining that the 
Church should be catholic in spirit, Dr. Karr warned 
that if we are not careful the ecumenicity which is 
so popular today will result in another ecclesiastical 
empire such as history records in the middle ages. 
Spiritual growth is more impressive than numerical 
growth. He interpreted John 17 as presenting unity 
after a Divine standard and by a Divine process 
rather than by a series of compromises bringing the 
Church to a lower and lower level. 


Dr. Marcel Pradervand, a native of Switzerland 
and the first Executive Secretary of the Presby- 
terian Alliance represented this group. Dr. Pra- 
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dervand explained the function of the Alliance and 
that it was his mission to keep in touch with the 
Presbyterian family of the world. He declared, 
“There is nothing that creates unity so much as the 
unity of the faith.”’ Confessional groupings he said 
are necessary in the life of the Church. “We can 
not do away with confessions even though we have 
the World Council.” The Assembly was informed 
that there are forty million Christians in the world 
holding to the Reformed Faith and that fourteen 
million of these are in Europe. 


Christian Education And 
Ministerial Relief 


The Committee on Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief reported a steady progress in 
each phase of its work. It reported the largest 
number of candidates for the ministry and mission 
service under the care of the presbyteries in the 
history of the Church. The Joy Gift has been so 
large that a great increase in appropriations to 
beneficiaries and annuitants has been possible. 


The report of the Ad Interim Committee on the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund was presented by A. 
Walton Litz, Chairman, and was followed by some 
debate. The report sustained the present arrange- 
ment of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund with a slight 
amendment. It was pointed out that any change 
would jeopardize the integrity of both the Fund and 
the Church. 


Evangelism 


On account of the illness of Dr. Frank C. Brown, 
Chairman of the Permanent Committee on Evangel- 
ism, Dr. Donald W. Richardson, the Vice-Chairman, 
submitted the report. Dr. Richardson reported the 
fact that our Church fell short this year on pro- 
fessions of faith. He said “we have not received as 
many this year as we have in other years.”’ 


Dr. Richardson praised visitation evangelism and 
expressed the belief that ‘‘Our laymen are awaken- 
ing to their responsibility, and they can best carry 
on this work in our Church. We do not mean that 
the ministers are not to continue their interest and 
effort,. but we believe the two groups working 
together can be mightily used in the cause of 
evangelism.” 


Dr. H. H. Thompson, the Director, was com- 
mended for his outstanding services to the Church 
in the field of evangelism. He has directed twenty 
different programs of visitation evangelism in 
eleven synods and one of these was held in the 
Snedecor Memorial Synod at Stillman College. The 
Committee laid before the Church the opportunity 
of taking advantage of special periods of the year 
for evangelism. Reference was made to Rally Day, 
World Wide Communion, the Christmas season 
and the Easter season. 


Dr. A. W. Dick, pastor of the Seeond Presby- 
terian Church of Memphis, Tenn., Mr. Clarence 
Johnson, Elder in the Westminister Presbyterian 
Church of St. Louis, Mo., and Dr. William Ward, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Spart- 


anburg spoke on Home Visitation Evangelism. Dr. . 


H. H. Thompson, the Director, closed the presenta- 
tion of this report by affirming, “We need a great 
spirit of concern of procedure and then the desire 
to carry out this plan.’”’ The Executive Secretaries 
of the Church were asked to join Dr. Thompson 
and assist in the evangelistic program of the 
Church. 


/ 
Over Seas Relief 


The Over Seas Relief Committee is the agent.of 
the General Assembly for its participation in the 
common effort of American Protestant Churches 
to meet the physical, mental, and spiritual needs 
arising from the results of global war. Dr. Vernon 
Broyles the Chairman of this Committee gave a 
report of his visit to Europe during recent months. 
This visit he said gave him a vision of the world 
mission of the Church. It was pointed out by this 
Committee that our denomination has given ap- 
proximately 216 pounds of food and clothing per 
person in the last church year. Dr. Broyles remind- 
ed the Assembly that this Committee due to the 
reorganized plan will be absorbed into the Board 
of World Missions. 


Program Of Progress 


In a popular meeting held in the interest of the 
Presbyterian Program of Progress Colonel Roy Le- 
Craw, the Director, presided. “What the Presby- 
terian Program of Progress Has Meant To A Pres- 
bytery” was the subject used by Rev. William 
Chalmers Jameson, Executive Secretary of Lexing- 
ton Presbytery. One of the things that he pointed 
out was that his presbytery has a paper setting 
forth the work of the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress that is now going to 5,800 homes. Elder 
Raymond Turpin, Chairman of the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Atlanta related the experiences of this 
great Church in meeting its objective during the 
past year. A forceful report was made by Rev. 
Larry Love of the Bethany Presbyterian Church 
of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on the value of the 
Program of Progress in the medium sized Church. 
Rev. Zek Jordan of Greensboro, Alabama submitted 
a report from his own Church illustrating how the 
Program of Progress works in a small congregation. 
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He declared, “I am of the opinion that the Program 
of Progress is the greatest thing that has hit the 
Church in my life-time.” In clarifying this move- 
ment Colonel LeCraw told the Assembly, ‘“*The 
Presbyterian Program of Progress is not something 
new. The only thing that is new is to do it.” 


Training School 


Rev. J. M. Barr, Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee on the Assembly’s Training School for Lay 
Workers submitted the report on this institution. 
He noted the plans for expansion and introduced 
Dr. Wade H. Dubose its President to speak on the 
work of this institution. Dr. Dubose said, “Our 
faculty is scholarly and doing a good work. We are 
drawing a high class of students to the Training 


School.” 
Radio 


The Rev. John F. Anderson, Jr., submitted the 
report of the Standing Committee on Radio. He 
urged the Assembly to take much more seriously 
its responsibilities in this field. The doors of op- 
portunity have opened faster than our ability to 
enter them. He reminded the Assembly that the 
most severe handicap up to this time has been 
finance. The report declared, ‘‘We trust the re- 
organization of the agencies will correct this 
trouble.’”’ Dr. John M. Alexander, the Director, gave 
to the Assembly an outline of his plans for the 
future of this department of the Church’s activities. 


Judicial Committee 


The Assembly’s Standing Committee on Judicial 
Business made its report through its Chairman, Rev. 
J. H. Carter. This report consumed a great deal of 
the Assembly’s time. This Committee had the 
delicate assignment of bringing a report that would 
satisfy all parties concerned on ihe “Richardson 
Case.”’ The original report declined to apppint an 
Ad Interim Committee to restudy the Rishesdeas 
case. The belief was expressed that the agencies of 
the Church had erred in instituting a law suit and 
that the Assembly should express its regrets that 
charges of fraud were ever made. 

Dr. William VY. Gardner, the Chairman of the 
Assembly’s Home Mission Committee introduced a 
substitute measure to the effect That a Judicial 
Commission be appointed to deliberate upon and 
conclude the business of the complaints before the 
Assembly, growing out of the L. Richardson suit; 
and That the Commission meet and conclude its 
business as soon as possible; and That the Com- 
mission give the widest publicity of its findings. 


The Executive Secretaries were given permission 
to speak on this subject. Dr. Grant asked for a clear 
record of the case before a decision is made. He 
emphasized, ‘‘Let us know all the record.” Rev. 
Roland Sims of Anniston, Alabama, member of the 
Standing Committee said, “This substitute is re- 
sponsible. It does not ask for the suppression of 
the truth.” Rev. R. H. Stone of Mecklenberg 
Presbytery spoke in favor of the Committee’s re- 
port. Dr. W. A. Alexander of Shreveport said, 
“Each Committee made its own decision. There was 
no collaboration among the Executive Committees. 
Many of the overtures show prejudice against our 
Committees. I plead for the substitution purely on 
the ground of absolute justice.’”’ The substitute 
resolution was finally adopted by a vote of 219 to 
103. The Commission appointed to act in the 
Richardson case consists of the following twenty- 
seven members of the Assembly: 

Arkansas: Minister, Roy L. Davis; Ruling Elder, 

Carl Parker. 
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Mississippi: Minister, Russell Nunan; Ruling Elder, 
E. G. Truly, Jr. 
Oklahoma: 


North Carolina: Minister, C. H. Rowan; Ruling El- 
der, Neill Salmon. 


Virginia: Minister, J. H. Marion, Jr.; Ruling EIfer, 


E. D. Wilson. 

Missouri: 

Georgia: Minister, George C. Bellingrath; Ruling 
Elder, Edward McNair. os 


Florida: Minister, W. H. Kadel. 
er Minister, B. A. Sykes; Ruling Elder, Jack 
eid. 

Appalachia: Ruling Elder, E. J. McMillan. 

West Virginia: Minister, W. E. Crane. 

Kentucky: Minister, R. W. Miles; Ruling Elder, 
W. G. Duncan, III. 

Tennessee: Minister, -J. M. Murchison; Ruling El- 
der, C. L. Winn. 
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South Carolina: Ministers, Tilden Scherer and 
Sam. S. Wiley. 


To act as Convenor Elder: E. J. McMillan or J. H. 
Marion, Jr. 


Another part of the report of the Judicial Busi- 
ness Committee was the answer to overture No. 36 


“Whereas our Executive Committees are answer- 
able to the General Assembly and not to a group of 
our Church; and whereas the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions under the statesmanlike leader- 
ship of Dr. C. Darby Fulton has the confidence of 
our Church and the respect of missionary states- 
men, therefore the Presbytery of Mangum respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly to discourage 
any group within the Church in any desire to exert 
pressure upon any agent or agencies of our highest 
court other than by direct, unpublicized communic- 
ation with that agency or agencies.”’ This overture 
was answered in the affirmative and called to the 
attention of the Assembly the action of 1934. This 
overture had reference to the movement instituted 
recently by a church paper published within the 
bounds of the Assembly. 


Women’s Work 


Dr. John M. Alexander, Chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Women’s Work reported to the 
Assembly that all along the line there has been 
growth in this department of our Church. The birth- 
day gift was not as large as last year when th 
projects were in the Foreign Field, but suuaiiinless, 
it was the largest ever given to the projects in the 
home field and amounted to $136,661.85. Dr. Alex- 
ander also called to the attention of the Assembly 
that this year marks the completion of twenty years 
of efficient service as Secretary by Miss Janie Mc- 
Gaughey. 


Mrs. A. Walton Litz, Chairman of the Committee 
on Women’s Work, introduced to the Assembly the 
Newly elected Assistant Secretary, Mrs. John Parks. 


Christian Relations 


Dr. R. F. Gribble, Chairman of the Committee on 
Christian Relations submitted the report on this 
department. This department of our Church deals 
rather largely with controversial issues and there- 
fore consumes a considerable amount of time on 
the agenda. The Committee received the Permanent 


Committee’s report entitled, “States’ Rights And 
Human Rights.” It was sent down to the churches 
and groups within the churches for consideration 
and study. In doing so the Committee stated, “In 
making this recommendation we want it understood 
that we are not necessarily in agreement with all 
statements contained in the report. We do feel 
strongly, however, that this report sets forth with 
great clarity problems in the field of States’ Rights 
and Human Rights which vitally affect the welfare 
of all of us as citizens and as churchmen. It points 
out with equal clarity our responsibilities.” 


In regard to overture No. 50 concerning the re- 
marriage of divorced persons this Committee re- 
quested the Assembly to direct the Permanent 


Committee on Christian Relations to make a com-. 


prehensive study of this problem from all angles 
and report to a subsequent General Assembly. 


Regarding Overture No. 51 relating to Euthan- 
asia the Committee recommended that the Assembly 
advise that euthanasia is “unscriptural and con- 
trary to the Law of God.” This recommendation 


from Mangum Presbytery. This overture was > 
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was amended to include the assertion, “We believe 
that” instead of ‘“‘We recommend that.”’ Consider- 
able debate ensued on this subject. The liberals in 
the Church seem to approve euthanasia because 
liberals in the north approve the idea. 


Announcement Of Nominating 
Committee 


According to the provision set forth in the Plan 
of Reorganization the Nominating Committee was 
to be appointed by the past two moderators and 
the present one. Dr. John R. Cunningham appointed 
for the class of 1950 Dr. Marshall Dendy of Or- 
lando, Florida. William V. Gardner of Atlanta, 
Georgia, and Mr. Clarence Johnson of St. Louis, 
Missouri. Dr. C. Darby Fulton appointed to the 
class of 1951 Dr. W. A. Alexander of Shreveport, 
Louisiana, Dr. James C. Cousar of Florence, S. C., 
and Mrs. Donald W. Richardson of Richmond, Va. 
Moderator W. E. Price appointed to the class of 
1952 Dr. C. G. McClure, Dr. W. T. Thompson of 
Richmond, Va., and Col. C. R. Endsley of Sweet 
Water, Tenn. Dr. W. V. Gardner was appointed to 
convene the Committee. 


The Minister And His Work 


Dr. W. B. McElwaine, Jr., gave the report of the 
Standing Committee on the Minister and His Work. 
The Assembly adopted the recommendation to the 
effect that the Book of Church Order, paragraph 
137, be ammended as follows in the second sentence 
after the words “one year at a time” the words 
‘not to exceed three terms” be changed to read 
“not to exceed five terms,” and the following 
sentence added, “Such minister on retirement from 
his pastorate under this rule may serve other 
churches as temporary or stated supply for not to 
exceed one year at a time.” The overture from 
Bethel Presbytery to. change the Book of Church 
Order for calls for pastoral services for limited 
terms was answered in the negative. 


Foreign Missions 


Dr. R. D. Bedinger submitted the report of the 
Standing Committee on Foreign Missions. He ap- 
praised the Assembly of the fact that our Church 
today has a misisonary roll of 376. This is 140 less 
than the all-time high of 516 reached in 1926. The 
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Assembly was also reminded that we face the fact 
that more than a third of our present missionary 
force will reach the age of retirement within the 
next ten years. 


The Foreign Mission season January 1 - February 
5 was designated, to be observed in all churches as 
a time of Church-wide dedication to the world task 
of Christian missions. January 29 - February 5 was 
set apart as a week of prayer and self-denial for 
Foreign Missions and all sessions are urged to 
arrange for supplemental offerings in _ their 
churches. 


The Assembly was reminded that the missionary 
enterprise continues its work in an atmosphere of 
world uneasiness and unrest. “Almost four years 
have passed since the titanic struggle of World War 
Il came to an end, but the ealdron of life still 
bubbles and sputters even though the fires for the 
most part have been extinguished. The peace that 
we had hoped might follow the aftermath of war 
has proven illusory. China is torn by fierce civil 


strife. Korea is rent in twain, harrassed by bitter 
political division, moral and economic deterioration 
and sporadic guerilla activity. Japan is reeling from 
the rock of her devastating defeat and is still 
occupied by the armies of the conqueror.”’ Reas- 
suringly the report added, ‘“‘Amid such conditions 
of confusion the Christian movement continues to 
manifest its stability. Anchored as it is upon the 
eternal truths of our faith the Church has borne a 
remarkable steadfastness in the face of the storm, 
a ruggedness that has withstood the currents and 
tides that have swept around her.” 


The popular meeting on Foreign Missions was 
held Monday night. Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Decatur, Georgia 
gave the Assembly some intimate glimpses of his 
recent trip to China, Japan, and Korea. He said, 
Japan offers the greatest opportunity to the Church 
today that it has ever offered.’’ He quoted Dr. 
Darby Fulton’s father who was a missionary to 
Japan for many years to the effect, “The Gospel! 
will never be accepted in Japan until she has had 
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a national humiliation.’”’ Dr. Bradley said that this 
humiliation has come and its effect is being felt. 
‘‘Many Japanese are being attracted to Christianity 
today.”” In his remarks on Korea he observed, 
‘*Korea has always been the most fruitful of all our 
fields. Here we see a Bible-studying and witnessing 
Church.”’ Concerning China the speaker asserted 
that this huge nation has been going through war 
for twelve years and the people are tired and worn 
out. “‘Today every bit of our work in China-is in 
Communist hands. In my judgment the greatest 
political blunder our nation has ever made was to 
let the Communists get China. Make no mistake, 
these are real Communists, Russian-trained Com- 
munists. It is going to be hard to stay in China but 
I believe the Church will remain there and continue 
to give her testimony.” 


_ Dr. James A. Jones, pastor of the Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, gave an inter- 
esting account of his recent trip to Africa and 
Brazil in the interest of Foreign Missions. He came 
back with four great impressions. One was the scope 
of our work. He said that he can see clearer than 
ever before that we are engaged in a sizeable 
evangelistic and educational task. Futhermore, he 
was impressed with excellence of our missionary 
personnel. “I have never seen in my life such a 
consecrated and courageous group.” Again he 
stated that he was impressed with the significance 
of the Christian community abroad. Lastly, the 

adequacy of the Gospel of Christ made a great 

impression upon his mind and heart. He said, ‘‘The 

Gospel works. It even works with what is apparently 
least to work.”’ Both of these addresses were highly 

inspirational to the cause of Foreign Missions. 


Committee On The S&bbath 


The Committee on the Sabbath recommended 
that September 18, 1949 be designated and ob- 
served as Sabbath Observance Day. Dr. Harry L. 
Bowlby, General Secretary of the Lord’s Day 
Alliance of the United States gave a brief but 
strong message on the importance of a proper 
observance of the Lord’s Day. The Assembly de- 
clared that “Members of the Chureh should not 
lend their support to the break-down of the Sabbath 
by attending amusements (paid) or for charity on 
the Sabbath.”’ 

Bible Cause 


The work of the American Bible Society was 
brought to the attention of the Assembly. It was 
stated that calls from Germany, Latin America and 
other countries are mounting rapidly. Calls are also 
coming from Japan “‘whose appetite for the Chris- 
tian Scriptures has made the Bible one of the ten 
most popular books in the country.” Again, it said, 
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“It is disquieting news to learn that the people of 
the United States out of their unprecedented 
abundance surpassing that of any other nation in 
history is not providing adequate funds to send 
enough copies of the Scriptures to supply the 
deepest need of those who in their extremity have 
a that which is ‘more to be desired than 
go 


Home Missions 


Dr. Cecil Lang presented the report of the 
Standing Committee on Home Missions. He im- 
parted to the Assembly the information that the 
Program of Progress receipts for the year totalled 
$185,810, making a total of the receipts for the 
first two years of $329,568. This Committee has 
aided in the support of 507 workers who served 
613 churches, 174 outposts, 12 schools and instruc- 
tions spread over 65 Presbyteries. 


The Assembly designated October 3 - November 
6 as Home Mission season to be observed through- 
out the Assembly as a time of rededication to the 
evangelistic and extension enterprise of the Church. 
October 30 - November 6 is set apart as a week of 
prayer and self-denial for the Assembly’s Home 
Missions. | 


The election of the Rev. James M. Carr as 
Secretary of the Town and Country Department 
was approved and Mr. Carr was commended to the 
favor and confidence of the Church. Dr. Claude H. 
Pritchard, the Executive Secretary, called to the 
attention of the Assembly that the need and op- 
portunity in every synod and in almost every pres- 
bytery is larger than the available Home Mission 
resources. The Home Mission Committee is an 
equalizing agency through which the strong are 
enabled to help the weak. 


After 42 years of conspicuous service for the 
cause of Home Missions Dr. Homer McMillan re- 
tired from the active service of the Executive Com- 
mittee September 1, 1948. Dr. McMillan had the 
joy of seeing this department grow from a small 
enterprise with a total annual income of less than 
$50,000 to its present place of prominence in which 
the annual gifts have increased many fold. 
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The report also notified the Assembly of the 
resignation of Rev. Samuel B. Lapsley after three 
years of splendid service as Educational Secretary 
of Home Missions. Dr. Lapsley resigned to accept 
the pastorate of Cedar Springs Church, Knoxville, 
Tennessee. Rev. Charles H. Gibbon was elected as 
Educational Secretary to succeed Dr. Lapsley. 


The Historical Foundation 


Mr. R. B. Woodworth, the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee on the Historical Foundation 
reported the progress of this institution in our 
Church. He said that the treasures of the founda- 
tion have become known to scholars even beyond 
our borders. The Assembly rejoiced in the incre- 
ment made in the past year in the fund to erect 
more worthy and larger quarters. The zeal and 
diligence of Dr. Spence and his staff/-were recogniz- 
ed and commended. 


Mountain Retreat Association 


Rev. M. M. Heltzel, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on the Mountain Retreat Association 
recommended that the Assembly express its thanks 
to the president and Board of Trustees of the 
Mountain Retreat Association for improving its 
summer conference program. In answer to the com- 
munication from Mr. T. Shep Clark concerning 
the attendance of both negro and white young 
people at the young people’s training school at 
Montreat the Committee recommended that this 
letter be answered by re-affirming the action of the 
1943 Assembly “that fuller provision be made for 
members of the churches of Scnedecor-Memorial 
Synod to participate in the conferences and services 
at Montreat.’’ The churches were requested to in- 
clude Montreat in their budgets to provide an 
allotted share of 2 per cent for the Assembly’s 
budget— ($80,000) May 23, 1950 was designated as 
Montreat Day. 


Inter-Church Relations 


Dr. Jack Thomas presented the report of the 
standing Committee on Inter-Church Relations. 
This Committee modified the report of the Perm- 
anent Committee on Cooperation and Union. Rev. 
Adrian de Young from the Presbytery of North 
Alabama submitted the following motion as a 
substitute for the recommendation of the Standing 
Committee on Co-operation and Union: “Inasmuch 
as the action of the 1948 Assembly relative to the 
five-year moratorium on the matter of union with 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. has been vari- 
ously interpreted and widely misunderstood, this 
Assembly desires to clarify that agreement by af- 
firming that this action relative to union was solely 
one of restraint, with the design and intent that 
the Church might be free, during this five-year 
period, from agitation harmful to the peace and 
progress of our work. In order to implement such 
design and intent, this present Assembly now in- 
structs all agencies of the Assembly, and requests 
the lower courts, and the publications issued within 
the bounds of the Assembly, and the membership 
of the Church at large, to desist from any behaviour 
that would nullify the 1948 Assembly’s action that 
has blessed our Church in so many ways during the 
past year.” 


This substitute motion was defeated after con- 
siderable debate. Mr. de Young pointed out to the 
Assembly that ‘‘This recommendation of the Stand- 
ing Committee is not in the interest of peace in 
the Church.” Dr. R. F. Gribble of Austin Theo- 
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logical Seminary declared, “I have been distressed 
over the way the action of the last Assembly has 
been interpreted. Let us have a clear understanding 
of what the moratorium means.”’ Dr. Charles L. 
King, member of the Permanent Committee on 
Cooperation and Union made an impassioned plea 
for the Standing Committee’s report. He said that 
the action of the Atlanta Assembly had been mis- 
interpreted and that this action did not tie any- 
body’s hands. This statement of Dr. King’s was 
quite illuminating as the conservatives had in- 
terpreted the action as constituting an armistice 
on both sides. This action of the Assembly will 


therefore make it possible for educational programs . 


to be presented by both groups. 


The second section of this report dealt with 
overtures 31 and 32 relating to the Federal Council. 
The Assembly declined to withdraw from it. Several 
Elders who are business men stated that they were 
deeply concerned about the left-wing tendency of 
the Council. The appropriation for the Federal 
Council was increased from $1,500 to $10,000 per 
annum. These funds will be raised by a new method. 
A special day will be set aside for those who desire 
to contribute to this cause. 


Overture 35 asking the Assembly to request the 
World Council to “establish the policy of inviting 
the consultants and the co-ops for service on its 
Commissions, its study department, and its As- 
semblies on the same basis as it invites churches in 
the World Council, namely the acceptance and con- 
fession by those serving consultants of Christ as 
God and Saviour” be answered in the negative. No 
discussion took place as to why this overture should 
be answered in the negative. It was an indication of 
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how some things get through an Assembly without a 
protest due to a lack of information. The Assembly 
was doubtless unaware of the fact that the world 
Council is using Dr. Clarence T. Craig of the 
Graduate School of Theology, Oberlin, Ohio, as a 
consultant and Dr. Craig’s views are not in harmony 
with the affirmation that Christ is God. In fact Dr. 
Craig has written an article protesting against the 
use of the invitation, “all Christian bodies through- 
out the world which acceptaghe Lord Jesus Christ 
as God and Saviour.”’ In D&#Craig’s statement we 
find, “The purpose of this paper is to point out 
that this phrasing is essentially unbiblical, is not 
really what the orthodox creeds of the Church 
affirm, and is therefore unsuitable to provide an 
appropriate doctrinal basis for the World Council.” 


Negro Work 


Dr. Patrick H. Carmichael submitted the report 
on Negro Work. He stated that there are many 
evidences of a successful year’s work and a need 
for the whole-hearted support of the Assembly in 
the futherance of this important part of our pro- 
gram. The Assembly asked all Church groups to 
observe Negro Work Week, February 12-18, 1950 
as a period of special study of Negro Work. In 
connection with this report Rev. L. W. Bottoms 
delivered an interesting address to the Assembly. 
The Committee was authorized by the Assembly to 
publish this address. 


Retrospect 


As “the tumult and the shouting dies” what are 
we to say in regard to this Assembly? Perhaps we 
cannot do better than endeavor to answer a few 
pertinent questions our constituents are asking. 


1. “‘What kind of Moderator did you have this 
year?”’ We answer that he was undoubtedly one of 
the best. Superlatives may be used without exag- 
geration. Although we do not always expect as 
much from our Elder Moderators because of their 
lack of familiarity with the mechanics of the 
Church, this writer believes that in fairness, poise, 
and skill the service of moderator W. E. Price has 
never been surpassed. He has set a high standard 
for other Elders who fill this office in the future. 


2. “What kind of an Assembly was this?” Every 
Assembly is different. Such a body is unpredictable. 
This Assembly was composed to a large extent of 
neophytes. Many of the Commissioners had never 
before attended a meeting of the Assembly. A 
number did not understand the issues before the 
Church and for this reason on several major de- 
cisions we observed that around one third did not 
vote either way. This was a hard working Assembly. 
It deliberated long hours without complaining. 


With reluctance we must state that there was an 
element in this Assembly that violated good taste 
and the ordinary rules of courtesy expected in a 
Church Court. At one time a speaker was jeered by 
those who did not share his views on one of the 
controversial issues in the Church. Such behaviour 
is reprehensible and those who indulged in this un- 
worthy conduct should apologize to the speaker and 
the Assembly. 


3. ‘“‘What do you think of the plan for the re- 
organization of the agencies of the Church?” 


It is too early to assess the value of these 
changes. Many of them were long overdue. Some of 
them may need modification in the future. The 
membership of the Church should exercise patience 
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and give these new plans opportunity to be tried in 
the crucible of experience. 


4. “How did the action of this Assembly affect 
the union question?” 


The action of this Assembly made clear that both 
advocates and opponents of union will be able to 
carry on educational programs under the terms of 
the agreement reached in Atlanta. While this in- 
terpretation will tend to disrupt the harmony of the 
Church it will give both viewpoints an equal op- 
portunity to be presented to the Church. The re- 
sponsibility for this must be laid at the door of 
those who voted against the de Young substitute 
motion that was designed to promote harmony in 
our Church. 


Epilogue 


The constructive measures adopted by this As- 
sembly must be carried into action if thy are to be 
of value. We need to recall a statement made by 
Dr. J. H. Jowett that many resolutions passed at 
Assemblies lacked resolution. When we study the 
proceedings of Church Courts over a period of 


‘years we observe that a number of resolutions are 


passed which produce no results. 


Finally, let us ever bear in mind the importance 
of praying for our Church Courts, and the impera- 
tive need for all of the Sessions to be saturated 
with prayer. Only through humble and earnest 
prayer can the spiritual glow be reviewed in our 
Church courts. Without such prayer our denomina- 
tional machinery may be kept in motion, but the 
souls of the Commissioners will not be uplifted in 
an enthusiastic ambition to know and do the will 
of God which is the only thing in the Church that 
really counts. Without a prayerful atmosphere we 
can hear only the voice of man, and God knows we 
hear too much of this in our Church Courts. We 
concur in a statement made in Fortune that ‘“‘Unless 
the Church makes us hear a voice not our own 
voice, we shall all perish.” God grant shat at this 
hour of crisis in our Church we may forget about 
the “‘united voice” of man or the “loud voice” of 
man and open our ears to hear the voice of the 
Good Shepherd who laid down his life for His sheep. 
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The Foundations Of Christian Unity 


By Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D. 


This is the sermon of the retiring moderator of the Eighty-eighth General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. 8., at Montreat, N. C., on 
Thursday night, May 26th, 1949. 


(Ephesians 4:5) 
“One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism.” 
Fathers and Brethren: 


How gladly would one escape the responsibilities 
of this most exacting moment of a Moderatorial 
year! Long before the day arrives his conscious 
moments are haunted by an uneasy sense of some- 
thing impending, and his nightly rest disturbed by 
strange and disquieting dreams. For one learns 
through letters and messages from his well-meaning 
friends that the retiring Moderator is expected on 
this occasion to preach the sermon to end all ser- 
mons, something that will stand henceforth to 
challenge students for the ministry as a model of 
homiletic perfection; a discourse that will represent 
the acme of ecclesiastical wisdom, presenting the 
perfect solution to all the problems of the Church; 
a message that will lift us from the mundane level 
at which we are wont to grovel to the ecstasy of 
some transcendent spiritual experience; in short, to 
pronounce the word that will last through the ages 
as the climactic utterance of human expression! 
As if this were not enough to create panic in an 
already disturbed mind, one of my colleagues has 
taken a grim delight every day for the past month 
in greeting me in the morning with a reminder of 
the exact number of days remaining before the 
Assembly meeting, like a child counting off the 
time before Christmas. 


To review the experiences of the past year is to 
be reminded of a thousand rich privileges. For all 
these I desire to express my heartfelt gratitude: 
For the fellowship of kindred minds; for the 
hospitality of Christian homes; for opportunities 
without number to preach the Word before Synods, 
Presbyteries, congregations large and small, con- 
ferences and other gatherings; for letters of af- 
fection and encouragement; for the fraternal 
comradeship of my brethren in the ministry; and, 
above all, for the help and blessing of our Father 
in Heaven. 


The general state of the Church reflects much 
to justify our encouragement and thanksgiving. It 
is my firm belief that we are on the threshold of 
days of great promise. The Program of Progress 
has given a lift to the Church’s vision and has 
provided a focus for uniting and coordinating her 
energies. For the most part, our Churches and 
Sunday Schools are crowded, and it is more common 
to hear pastors complain of the inadequacy of 
buildings and facilities than of empty pews and 
congregational indifference. The practice of¥ftith- 
ing has received a great impetus during the past 
two years and many of our people have been 
amazed to see how this has swelled the flow of 
their gifts. Evangelism has been lifted to its pri- 
mary place in the Church’s concern with marvelous 
demonstrations of the working of God’s Spirit in 
the hearts of men. The developments of our young 
people in Christian responsibility and leadership 
reveals one of our greatest gains over the church of 


the last generation. Outpost chapels, by the score, 
many of them developing almost overnight into 
self-supporting congregations, give promise of new 
breadth and strength in the Church of the future. 
Volunteers in large numbers are offering them- 
selves for missionary service. The Women of the 
Church continue to point the way in Bible study 
and prayer, in their intelligent knowledge of the 
Church’s program and in their generous and sacri- 
ficial support of its causes. 


One wishes that he might linger here indefinitely 
and bask in the light of these happy reflections; 
but there is another aspect of our Church’s life 
with which, in the interest of truth and realism, we 
must deal. I speak of it with the deepest distress 
of heart and mind. We are not today altogether a 
harmonious Church. A blight of division has fallen 
upon us. While we have been concerned with vital 
issues that relate to our wider relationships, we 
have fallen victim, ironically, to rifts within the 
bedy of our own fellowship. Differences have 
arisen among us; differences which have sometimes 
resulted in bitterness and have marred the spirit 
of unity and fraternity which ought to characterize 
‘our family of faith. One senses throughout the 
Church a great burden of distress over this con- 
dition, a burden in which all share, regardless of 
the particular viewpoints that they may hold. There 
is a deep undercurrent of yearning for the healing 
of the hurt that the Church carries within her very 
heart today. 


Let me make it plain, my Brethren, that what I 
am about to say is not spoken to any special indivi- 
dual or group of individuals; certainly it is ad- 
dressed no more to you than to the speaker himself. 
I plead with you, Fathers and Brethren, and through 
you with the whole Church, that we love and serve, 
that we keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. I plead for understanding and brotherly af- 
fection among us, for mutual forbearance, for the 
stifling of that hasty word that would goad the 
spirit of a friend, for the soft answer that will turn 
away wrath, for the preferring of one another in 
honor, and for a belief in the sincerity of those with 
whom we conscientiously differ in opinion. I plead 
with you to cherish and preserve, not for a day, or 
for five years, but forever, that spirit which was 
manifested at the General Assembly of 1948 when 
men of widely divergent views resolved their dif- 
ferences in embraces and tears while the Assembly 
rose spontaneously to its feet to sing the Doxology. 
This is what the Church needs. It is, I believe, what 
God wants. It is more honoring to Christ than the 
winning of a dozen debates by heated arguments 
that would leave the Church in division and distress. 
I plead for the will to reconciliation so eloquently 
defined by Paul in his appeal to the Ephesians: “'! 
therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you 
are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love; en- 
deavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” 
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Important as this will to fellowship is, it is not 
enough of itself to support the peace and harmony 
that we desire. We must go further. We should set 
ourselves resolutely to the strengthening of the 
foundations upon which our spiritual oneness rests. 
For Christian unity is more than a mere subjective 
mood or attitude, more than a disembodied spirit 
of good will. It possesses a definite objective con- 
tent. It derives from certain roots of common 
allegiance, of common conviction, and of mutual 
spiritual experience. There is no short cut to the 
achievement of Christian unity. We cannot have it 
merely by desiring it; for, like happiness, it is wont 


_to prove elusive when sought as an end itself. It is 


lrke a flower that blooms, and breathes its fra- 
grance, only when the soil out of which it grows is 
diligently and tenderly cultivated. If 1 may prt- 
sume, then, to suggest one absorbing purpose that 
our Church might hold before herself during the 
coming days as the “one thing I do” of her very 
life, it is that she give herself and all her energies 
to the fortifying of these foundations, basie to her 
unity, which Paul describes in that magnificent 
trilogy, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 


I. One Lord. Here is the very essence of our 
Christian unity. Ours is the fellowship of a common 
allegiance, an allegiance to the most winsome and 
commanding personality that ever called to the 
heart of a man. Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? And if we are held mutually by 
that love, who shall separate us from one another? 
I am reminded of the words of an old hymn: 


“I’ve found a Friend, O Such a Friend; 
He loved me ’ere I knew Him 

He drew me with the cords of love, 
And thus He bound me to Him. 

And round my heart still closely twine, 
Those ties which naught can sever, 

For I am His, and He is mine, ” 
Forever, and forever. 


It is one of the unique characteristics of our 
faith, in contrast with the other religions of the 
world, that it centers in a person. Christianity is 
not primarily a philosophy, or a system of thought. 
Christianity is Christ living in the hearts of men, 
binding them to Him and to one another by the 
bonds of loyalty and love. He Himself is the ful- 
fillment, the living reality, of all that He taught. 
He was not a moralist; He is morality incarnate. 
In Him honor, truth, love, virtue, purity and right- 
eousness come to life, and live and move in our very 
presence. He is not an architect’s drawing. He is 
the completed building itself, and we can see in 
Him the beauty and symmetry of its lines of archi- 
tecture. He is not a geographical survey map. He 
is the panorama itself; and any child from his 
point of vantage, can catch the beautiful vistas of 
blue and green and gold that Christ affords. 


Oh, yes, He taught us the new commandment, 
that we should love one another; but He Himself 
was the great lover of men. He advocated for- 
giveness; but when He hung on the cross He prayed 
for them that nailed Him to the tree. He taught us 
service; but He Himself came not to be ministered 
unto but to minister and to give His life a ransom 
for many. He told the parable of the Good Samari- 
tan; but He sat, Himself, one day by the well at 
Sychar and talked with the woman of Samaria. 
Jesus advocated humility; but He girded Himself 
with a towel and washed His disciples’ feet. Thus, 
when our Lord would teach us how to play the game 


of life, He did not present us with a rule book and 
tell us to study it. He played the game before us 
and taught us that He Himself is life. 


To Him, in all the glory of His commanding 
person, let the Church renew her loyal allegiance. 
Let us discover our unity afresh as we delight in 
giving Him the preeminence. “For He is our peace, 
who hath made both one, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of partition between us.” 


Never has it seemed so important to strengthen 
the basic fealty of our people to Christ. For other 
allegiances are claiming the following of men and 
are bringing division and confusion into the world. 
The Church has no material weapons with which to 
meet the onslaught of force and violence that may 
be released against it. But we have one sure 
defense. We can set Christ upon the throne that 
Caesar would usurp. We can build in the citadel of 
the human heart a prior loyalty that not all legions 
of hell can shake. ) 


Thus, in exalting our one Lord, we find the basis 
of our solidarity, both within our own communion 
and with others of like faith around the world. 


One day in February, 1937, I was traveling from 
Kwangju, Korea, to Soonchun on the train. At one 
of the way stations an old Korean gentleman got 
on and took the seat facing mine. He carried with 
him a heavy bundle wrapped neatly in a white 
cloth. We rode for several miles in silence, when 
suddenly the old gentleman addressed to me a 
generous sentence in the Korean tongue which 
conveyed about as much to my mind as a code 
message from Mars. But I was prepared for such 
an emergency and replied, “Chosen mal moroges- 
simnidah,’’ meaning, “I do not understand Korean.” 
It was the one phrase that I knew, and I had had 
occasion to use it so often that I could employ it 
quite glibly. The old man smiled. Probably he was 
saying to himself, “Anyone who can speak that 
much Korean ought to be able to understand more.” 
He tried me on another sentence. Again I replied, 
“Chosen mal morogessimnidah.” This time he re- 
sponded with loud laughter. But the old man was 
determined, and he made a third sally at me with 
another long effusion in Korean. I was about to 
give him stock reply; but suddenly it flashed upon 
me that I had recognized one word. Somewhere 
amid all the confusion of sound I had caught 
“Yesu.”’ It was the name for Jesus. I pointed to 
myself and said “‘Yesu.”” Then he repeated, “‘Yesu.”’ 
No words can describe the sudden sense of fellow- 
ship that I felt with that old man. Here we were 
traveling along together, two mutes, unable to 
reveal our thoughts to one another or to delve into 
the experience of the other. But we had one 
wonderful word in common, and that was enough. 
We were brothers. 


Presently my companion unwrapped his bundle, 
and out of its mysterious shroud there was revealed 
a big Bible. He turned through its pages and at 
last indicated with his finger a line that he wanted 
me to read. I shook my head hopelessly, and re- 
sorted once more to “Chosen mal morogessimnid- 
ah.”’ But then a sudden thought came to my mind. 
The structure of the Bible is essentially the same 
in Korean and in English, and I knew that the 
Orientals began at the back and read to the front. 
Borrowing his Bible for a moment, and noting 
carefully the number of chapters in the contiguous 
books, I discovered that he was pointing to the 
First Epistle of John, and the third chapter and the 
fourteenth verse. I looked it up quickly in my 
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English Bible and read, ‘‘We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren.” Then searching through my Bible for an 
appropriate reply, I found Psalm 133:1, “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!’”’ It was easy to find it for 
him in his Bible. I could identify the Psalms by 
the 150 chapters, and as I knew the Korean numer- 
als I soon had my finger on the right verse. He 
read it with many noddings of the head, his face 
suffused in smiles. For another half hour we passed 
the -Bible backward and forward, and through its 
sacred medium entered into a new experience of 
that warm fraternity into which our spirits are 
blended in Christ. 


II. One Faith. Here is the second rock on which 
our fellowship must be built. Christian unity rests 
upon a common body of belief and conviction. This 
is the mortar that holds our spiritual edifice 
together. It is the element of cohesion that binds us 
into one body. 


Throughout the New Testament the term com- 
monly used to denote the followers of Christ is, 
“believers” or “them that believe’. Only three 
times in the entire Bible does the word “Christian” 
appear; but the element of belief is everywhere 
employed as the distinguishing characteristic of tne 
true disciple. Nor is this usage confined to New 
Testament times. It continues today in large areas 
of the world. In Brazil, the word in common use 
among Protestants is ‘“‘crentes’’, from the Latin 
verb, “credo’’, meaning “I believe’. The Japanese 
speak of Christians as “‘shinja’’, and the Koreans 
have their counterpart of the same word, “sincha’”’, 
meaning, “‘believing persons’’. In China the familiar 
term is “‘siang-sing-ah’’, a “‘believing-heart-man’’. 


This is significant for what it reveals of the es- 
senfial nature of Christianity. Christianity is not 
first of all a code of living or a program of action, 
vitally important as these are. It is a way of faith. 
It is the commitment of mind and heart to a body 
of truth of which Christ Himself is the very center. 
It is the acceptance of that faith once delivered 
to the saints, to whose defense the Christian is 
irrevocably committed and in which he finds the 
basis of his unity with fellow-believers. 


How important it is, then, that the Church should 
study unceasingly to preserve the purity of her 
faith. Our nation is established upon the broad 
principles of her constitution. This document pro- 
vides the basis for the unity of our commonwealth. 
It is the contract or agreement by which the citizens 
of the United States propose to order their lives 
as people, and which they are sworn to uphold. Any 
solidarity of our nation, and might lead in the end 
to anarchy and confusion. Similarly, in the Church, 
nothing can more easily destroy her essential fra- 
ternity and oneness than vagueness or disagreement 
with respect to the essential principles of her faith. 


We have seen the tragic divisions that have come 
within Protestantism as a result of doctrinal aber- 
rations of one variety or another. The differences 
that exist between us as denominations are trivial 
when compared with the wider chasms that have 
been created by the disruptive influences of 
modernism on the one hand and of narrow obscur- 
antism on the other. The responsibility for this 
disunity must be laid more at the door of those 
who advocate another Gospel than at the feet of 
perversion of the constitution or any habit of dis- 
regarding its clear provisions would threaten the 


those who decline to join in a retreat from the 
historic faith. 


Even where doctrinal conflict does not exist 
overtly, it is possible for the Church’s basis of faith 
to be weakened by an overemphasis on other, as- 
pects of her life and work, to the neglect of her 
deep spiritual foundations. I am concerned over the 
development within Protestantism of what Stanley 
High describes as “‘the increasing secularization of 
the thinking of our ecclesiastical leadership as to 
the mission of the Church.”’ There is danger lest 
the Church herself lose sight of her spiritual and 
redemptive purpose through absorption in the over- 
whelming physical, social, economic and politica! 
issues of the day. This is crucial. It is not that we 
should talk less about peace, or industrial relations, 
or economic security, or the building of a new 
world. These are desperately important; but they 
are not enough. In considerable degree our Chris- 
tian social concern today is moving under the mo- 
mentum of a spiritual motivation that we have 
inherited from a generation that had a deeper and 
more virile faith than ours. We are living in part 
on an unearned spiritual increment that will ex- 
haust itself in time unless it is continually replen- 
ished by the nurturing of a vital faith in the 
cardinal facts of God, Christ, regeneration and 
salvation. 


I plead, then, Fathers and Brethren, that we 
seek to lay more firmly than ever before the 
foundations of our faith. Our Church has been 
blessed with a strong inheritance of belief. We need 
to guard and to treasure this possession. I believe 
we should revive a practice that is on the wane 
among us, that of teaching our children and youth 
the catechisms of the Church. We should encourage 
Bible reading and Bible teaching, and a maximum 
of Bible content in all our religious instruction. We 
should foster the study, especially by our church 
officers, of the Confession of Faith. We should 
take heed to our preaching, that none who depends 
upon our ministry should remain ignorant of the 
plan of salvation or of the reasons for the faith 
that is in Him. In so doing, I believe we shall be 
honoring Christ and strengthening anew the basis 
of our Christian unity. 


Ill. One Baptism. Here is one of the most 
familiar symbols of our Christian unity. Baptism is 
the sign and seal of our ingrafting into Christ. I* 
is the sacramental instrument of our incorporation 
into one spiritual body. It is the believers’ badge, 
or mark of initiation into the fraternity of faith. 
Would that we Christians might wear it as worthily 
and loyally as we display the tokens of our investi- 
ture in the secular orders to which we belong! 


But baptism is much more than an emblem o! 
membership. It is the symbol of the Holy Spirit's 
cleansing and creative advent into the believer's 
heart. It announces the fact that he is spiritually 
born, that he has come alive, and that he is hence- 
forth expected to walk in newness of life, revealing 
the graces that flow from the Spirit’s presence 
within him. 


Now the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness 
and temperateness. Mark these traits of the Spirit 
filled life. Note how many of them concern ou! 
relationships with one another. Can we escape tie 
clear inference here that it is the will of Almighty 
God that by the power of His Spirit dwelling within 
us we are to live together in brotherly affection 
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and harmony? Do we not have here a paraphrase 
of that arresting word spoken by John when he 
wrote: “We know that we have passed from death 
unto life because we love the brethren.” 


May this Assembly be characterized by a new 
baptism of the Holy Ghost in blessing and power. 
The fullness of His presence within us is limited 
only by our willingness to receive. He came to us 
when we first believed, in response to our faith 
and expectation. He will come again in measure 
according to our earnest and sincere seeking. Let 
this then be our importunate, believing prayer: 


“Come Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove 
With all thy quickening powers; 
Kindle a flame of sacred love 
In these cold hearts of ours.” 


In closing, Fathers and Brethren, I call to your 
remembrance that immortal appeal addressed by the 
Apostle Paul to his friends of the Philippian 
Church: 


“If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, 
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 


“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having 
the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 


“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves. 


“Look not every man on his own things, but 
‘every man also on the things of others.” 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For July 3: The Songbook 
Of The Bible 


Scripture: Psalm 1; 33:12-15; 67; 100. De- 
votional Reading: Psalms 145:1-10. - 


The Bible and the Hymnbook are associated to- 
gether in the minds and hearts of all Christians. 
Many of our great Hymns express the truths of 
the Word of God in such a form that they are re- 
membered and loved. “‘Let me write the Hymn- 
book of a nation, and I do jot care who writes 
the creeds,” is a saying often quoted. People 
believe what they sing, and that is the reason some 
of us are alarmed at the amazing growth of “jazzy” 
songs which are set to “jazzy” music and have 
little or no spiritual meaning or depth. I was in a 
home not long ago where there were about half 
a dozen such books and I looked through a good 
many of them while some of the crowd were sing- 
ing, and I found few that expressed any great 
Bible truth. 


The Book of Psalms is the Hymmnbook of the 
Bible, and as the inspired utterances of God’s 
saints has the highest spiritual value. Every emo- 
tion of the human soul when stirred by the con- 
templation of the Infinite God of Love and Com- 
passion, finds expression in these Psalms, and the 
deepest needs of men in times of trouble, sorrow, 
or sin, They take in the whole gamut of human 
experience. 


In our Devotional Reading we have a fine sum- 
mary of the —s and meaning of this won- 
derfully Spiritual Book. “All thy works shall 
praise Thee, O Lord; and all Thy saints shall 
bless Thee.” Nature and Mankind—that is, the 
part of mankind that knows God—vie with each 
other in ascribing glory and honor and praise to 
the Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer. This note of 
raise corresponds to the numerous ““Doxologies”’ 
in Revelation. 


I. ‘Psalms 1: God’s Blessed, or Happy Man. 
This Psalm has been called, and seems to be, an 
introduction to the whole book. It is a beautiful 
picture of a truly blessed, or happy, man—happy 
in the deepest meaning of that word. 


There is first of all a negative side to the pic- 


ture: there are certain things which this man will 
not do. Notice the progress in the thought: walketh 
not; standeth not; sitteth not; the ungodly, the 
sinner, the scornful. In short, the happy man is the 
man who keeps away from sin in every form. 
Blessedness and sinfulness do not go together. Sin 
is the source of the world’s sorrow: “Sorrow fol- 
lows sin, as echo follows song; on, and on, and 
ON.” 

Then there is the positive side. If Nature ab- 
hors a vacuum, man’s heart is like Nature. Blessed- 
ness does not mean emptiness: the heart must be 
full to be happy, and there is nothing better to 
fill it with than the Word of God; to meditate upon 
it day and night is to fill the soul with joy. Is 
not the reason for so much unhappiness to be 
found right here? We fill our minds with trash, 
and worse than trash, and have no basis for real 
enjoyment. 


Such a man is like a tree, a planted tree, set out 
by the rivers of water. No one but God can make 
a tree; and no one but God can make such a 
man: he must be transplanted from the wilder- 
ness of sin into the garden of the Lord. It is a 
fruitful evergreen tree, beautiful all the year 
round. Are our lives showing such beauty and 
fruitfulness? The figure of speech, or illustration, 
fails at this point, and reverts to the man again— 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 


This. picture is made more striking by the con- 
trasted one of the ungodly. There can scarcely be 
found a more vivid contrast than that between a 
flourishing tree and perishing chaff; the one 
blown away by the wind, the other withstanding 
all the storms that blow. 


The last verse of the Psalm is also a contrast. 
The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous; there- 
fore they are safe and secure; but the way of 
the ungodly shall perish—not flourish, as some 
wicked people seem to think, but perish. 


II. Psalms 33:12-15: A Blessed, or Happy Na- 
tion. What makes a nation happy? Does pros- 
perity always bring happiness? If so, then Ameri- 
ca ought to be the happiest country in the world. 
The trouble is that times of prosperity are apt 
to be times of great sin. 
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If we could believe our papers and some peo- 
ple, we would be led to believe that sin produces 
happiness. What is the picture we have presented? 
Streets filled with carousing citizens; bar-rooms 
crowded with those who are filling themselves 
with liquor; dance halls jammed with half-drunk 
couples; songs, ribald and silly, coming from the 
lips of the throngs. Such seemed to be the ex- 
pression of joy on the part of multitudes at the 
close of both World Wars. 


Is there any blessedness in such things? Is 
not this rather the devil’s way of fooling us? 


Our verses from this Psalm tell us that a blessed 
nation is one whose God is the Lord: who are His 
inheritance. Suppose we, as a nation, had recog- 
nized this truth, and out of gratitude and love, 
had thronged our churches, singing praises to 
God for His goodness in giving us victory; if we 
had celebrated the coming of Peace by proclaim- 
ing our allegiance to God; would we now be drink- 
ing the bitter dregs of the aftermath of war? 
Would we now be apprehensive and fearful of 
another terrible conflict? Would we not have been 
given wisdom to win the peace, as well as win the 
war? 


The only possible path to real blessedness in 
our nation, as well as all other nations, is the path 
‘ pointed out in this Psalm. 


III. A Blessed, or Happy, World: Psalms 67: 
nations’’—‘“the earth.”’ 


Will the nations of the world ever be glad and 
sing for joy? When? When the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the Kingdom of our Lord and 
of His Christ; when His way is known upon earth 
and His saving health among all nations. 


We have in this Psalm one of the many pictures 
of this glorious Day. God will not be defeated 
in His Purpose and Plan for our world. When His 
way and His saving health are known then the 
world will see a time of joy such ag has never been 
experienced since the fall of man. 


The Prophet says that the wilderness shall blos- 
som as the rose. The psalmist expresses the same 
idea in different language: ‘‘then shall the earth 
yield her increase; and God, even our God, shall 
bless us. We talk much of “Prosperity.’”’ We can 
only have true prosperity when the blessing of 
God rests upon the world. 


Then, all the people shall praise thee, O God. 
Yow, a small part of the earth is praising Him. 
he larger part is ascribing praise to false gods, 
or to man, or is utterly indifferent. 


We profess to be deeply concerned today about 
our ‘fone world’’: we talk about World Peace, and 
World Government as if man in his might and 
wisdom could work these wonders for us. We have 
our United Nations and dream of a united World 
Government, when realism tells us that the world 
is not united in anything and seems rather to be 
gathering into two.armed camps ready to fly at 
each other. | 


What is the only “Way Out’’? It must be God’s 
Way, and not man’s way. Verse 4 tells us: “for 
thou shalt judge the people righteously and govern 
the nations upon earth.” “For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given; and the government 
shall be upon His shoulders” etc, (See Is. 9:6-7). 


Is there any ground for pessimism? None what- 
ever. We have the blessed promises of God that 
the time is surely coming when the world will 
be happy. Even so, Come Lord Jesus, Come quickly. 


IV. A Blessed, or Happy, People: Psalm 100: 
“We are His people and the sheep of His pas- 
ture.”’ 


While we watch and pray and work and hope 
for this glad and glorious Day to come, we, as 
God’s people, can be happy, even if the whole 
world is not yet in that condition. God has always 
had some people on earth, some Sheep. We can 
be blessed at all times and under all circum- 
stances. Our lives may be filled with gladness and 
our lips with singing—even when like Paul and 
Silas, our bodies may be suffering. 


We have a foundation for our joy: the Lord is 
good; His mercy is everlasting; His truth (faith- 
tulness) endureth to all generations. With such a 
God to care for us, we who are the sheep of His 
pasture will not want any good thing, but can 
continue to shout and sing His praises. We can be 
a happy people in the midst of a very unhappy 
world. We can witness for Him; we can work 
for Him; we can wait for Him and be of good 
courage, for we hope in the Lord. 


\ Lesson For July 10: Pilgrim 
Marching Songs 


Scripture: Psalms 120-134. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalms 1265. 


A man cannot be entirely discouraged or de- 
feated as long as he can sing. The Songs of Zion 
have been spiritual tonic to weary pilgrims in all 
ages. There is an old song which is not found in 
many of our newer books which goes like this: 


“I saw a way-worn traveller 
In tattered garments clad, 
And struggling up the mountain, 
It seemed that he was sad; 
His back was laden heavy, 
His strength was almost gone, 
Yet he shouted as he journeyed, 
‘Deliverance will come’ 


(Chorus) 


Then palms of victory, crowns of glory, 
Palms of victory I shall wear.”’ 


The Jews went up to Jerusalem to attend their 
Feasts each year. Often the roadways would be 
filled with these marching pilgrims. As they 
marched they sang these “Songs of Degrees.”’ We, 
too, are “marching to Zion,’”’ and these songs of the 
Jews contain many practical lessons for us. 


The one we have for our Devotional Reading is 
typical. Both Pilgrims and soldiers need faith. It 
was most natural for them to think of their God 
as being round about them even as their Holy 
City was surrounded by hills and mountains. They 
needed to trust in the unchangeable Jehovah Who 
protected them as those mountains protected their 
city. 


There are many things which pilgrims and sol- 
diers need, however, besides food and clothes and 
physical security. The inner defences of the soul 
need to be strengthened, and these Psalms are 
calculated to do this. May each of us be refreshed 
and blessed by the spiritual “tonic’’ we find here. 
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I. Psalm 120: Deliverance from Distress. Travel- 
ling is not easy: we get dreadfully discouraged 
sometimes “‘because of the way.” This is espe- 
cially apt to be the case if we are journeying in a 
strange, or hostile country; if the people along the 
way have lying lips and deceitful tongues; if they 


“hate peace,” and would like to pounce upon the. 


pilgrim and make war with him. Then too, men 
often ridicule pilgrims and speak evil of them. 
The only Deliverer is our God. He hears the soul’s 
cry in his distress and answers their prayers, 


Il. Psalm 121: Preservation. ‘“‘The Lord will pre- 
serve thee from all evil—thy going out and thy 
coming in.” 


Will the hills be sufficient protection from the 
evils about us? No! We lift up our eyes beyond 
and above the hills to the One Who created them 
and us. The R.V. puts verse 1 in the form of a 
question: “from whence shall my help come”? And 
the answer is found in Verse 2: “My help cometh 
from the Lord, which made heaven and earth.” 


He preserves us day and night; He never slum- 
bers or sleeps. When a mother put the hght out 
and lay down beside her little child she soothed her 
fears by showing her the stars and comparing 
them to God’s lamps. Does He put out His lamps, 
mother? No, my child, He never sleeps. Then if 
God is awake there is no need for me to stay 
awake, said the child, and she went quietly to 
sleep. 


Ill. Psalm 122: Peace and Prosperity. No traveller . 


wants war. He has to go armed at times, and 
fight when necessary, but his great desire is for a 
peaceful and prosperous journey. In the House 
of the Lord we expect to find peace and pros- 
perity. 


IV. Psalm 123: Mercy. We expect little mercy 
from our fellow-men. They hold pilgrims in con- 
tempt and scorn. They do not understand our 
manner of life, nor our religious experiences; they 
look on us in their pride as fools and fanatics, 
singing as we journey toward the Promised land, 
or the Holy City. This scorning and contempt 
is still the lot of Christians. 


V. Psalm 124: The Lord is on our side. If this 
were not true, how could we endure the trials which 
come upon us? How could we withstand the 
hatred, anger, and cunning of our enemies? For 
wicked men not only scorn us, but seek our ruin. 
Men often rise up against us: persecution is still 
the lot of many Christians. 


VI. Psalm 125: “Trust and Obey.’”’ We need not 
fear if we have a living, obedient Faith. If we “be 
good,”’ if we are upright in our hearts, the Lord 
will deliver us out of the hands of the enemy. 


VIL. Psalm 126: Rejoicing at Harvest Time. We 
pilgrims are freed captives. In -our captivity we 
had many tears. The time of slavery is bitter ex- 
perience, but it makes freedom all the more 
precious, Those who have never known hardships 
and tears never appreciate release like those who 
have experienced sorrow. There was music, feast- 
ing, and dancing when the prodigal got home, and 
no one appreciated it more than the one who had 
been in the “far country.” 


Sowing in tears is often necessary if we are to 
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have a harvest. It may mean tears of toil, or tears 
caused by cruel mistreatment, and lash of the 
whip, or tears of heart-felt repentance and con- 
fession as we see Our own sin. 


Harvest-time is always a time of joy, if our tears 
have led us to God. The Lord does great things 
for those who weep from broken and contrite 
hearts. Let us praise Him for His pardoning mercy 
and goodness. 


VIIL. Psalm 127: Safety for City and Home. It 
is natural for pilgrims to think about the cities 
and villages and homes they left when they started 
their journey. Who is to protect them while they 
are away? 


The only safe house is the one that the Lord 
builds and protects. We cannot build strong homes 
without Him. Are we building our homes on the 
sand or on the rock? Only the Lord can make the 
home happy and prosperous. 


The only safe city is the one the Lord keeps. 
I wonder if any of our “city-builders,”’ and “na- 
tion-builders,”” and ‘“‘world-builders” realize that 
this verse is true. Unless the Lord keeps America, 
we labor in vain as we build atom bombs and 
airplanes. 


IX. Psalm 128: Happiness in the Home, There 
are three parts to a happy home, as far as we 
are concerned: (A) A blessed or happy man: the 
head of the home. If men are ever truly happy 
it is in the home. I suppose this is true of ninety- 
nine out of a hundred. Some men seem absorbed 
in business, some in politics, some in social activi- 
ties, some have “hobbies,” but I doubt if any 
normal man is entirely satisfied and contented, 
much less completely happy unless he has a happy 
home. (2) A happy wife: the heart of the home. 
Sometimes women are called “clinging vines” 
somewhat in scorn. In this psalm we have one 
who clings to the home. Is any woman as happy 
with a “‘career”’ as with a home? (3) Happy Chil- 
dren. This thought is continued from the preced- 
ing psalm. Children make husband and wife happy 
and give an atmosphere of joy to the entire home. 


X. Psalm 129: Affliction. Israel] as a nation had 
suffered much. As pilgrims and strangers in the 
Land of Promise they did not have an easy time, 
for the heathen often worried them, and famine 
drove them to Egypt. In Egypt their lives were 
made bitter with hard bondage. In the Wilderness 
they were hungry and thirsty and harried by the 
enemy. After they settled in Palestine they were 
often afflicted and had to cry out to God in their 
distress, But their many enemies never could keep 
them down until their sins brought on the captivity 
and dispersion. 


XI. Psalm 130: Plenteous Redemption. Sin is 
our worst “trouble-maker.” If we can find for- 
giveness for sin then our worst trouble is gone. 
Redeeming grace has lifted us from sin. 


XII. Psalm 131: Child-like Humility. Unless we 
are converted and become as little children we 
cannot start our pilgrimage. 


XIII. Psalm 132: A secure Dwelling-place: XIV. 
Psalm 133: Unity. 


XV. Psalm 134: The Blessing of the Lord:: a 
sort of Benediction. 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For July 
July 3: The Church’s Great Plus 
Call to Worship: Ephesians 4:1-3. 
Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 
Scripture Lesson: Ephesians 4:4-16. 


Evening Prayer. 
Hymn: “In Christ There Is No East Nor West.” 
Leader’s Introduction: The Church and the 


Churches. 


We hear much these days of the problems of the 
World Council of Churches that come because of 
the differences among the many churches that 
are a part of the World Council. We are all con- 
scious of the efforts now being put forth to get 
great denominations to unite into one big church. 
What does all this indicate? 


This reminds us of two facts: that in reality 
God’s true church is one and the movements toward 
unity and a world church are an effort to make 
the oneness of God’s church visible to the world; 
and that the local churches that make up the 
churches of the world are really made up of many 
different kinds of people with many different 
ideas so that it is almost impossible to bring them 
into one big organization. 


But well meaning and needed as this movement 
may seem to be yet it is moving in the wrong di- 
rection. In the New Testament we are taught that 
the true church of Christ is not an organization 
but a living organism, it is a living body. The com- 
mand of the New Testament is not “build greater 
and larger organizations’’, but the command is “be 
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.’”’ In other words you and I can never 
build or organize the Church of Christ into one 
big organization. God is building His Church, and 
that Church is the body of Christ, composed of 
those in all churches who have been born again by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and who are indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit. We are commanded to know 
that we are a part of this living body and then to 
so live and serve as to maintain the unity of this 
body in peace with all Christians everywhere, re- 
gardless of the organization to which they happen 
to belong. This means that we can join no organi- 
zation that is indifferent or contrary to the rules 
laid down in the New Testament for keeping the 
Body of Christ in unity and effectiveness, and it 
means that we can cooperate with any man, re- 
gardless of what organization he belongs to, if He 
abides by the commands in the New Testament 
given to the Body of Christ. 


This truth about the real Church being the Body 
of Christ is the heart of the matter about the 
= Let us follow the analogy for a little while 
tonight. 


Talk No. 1 


The Boney Structure of the Body. The basic 
framework of the human body is the boney struc- 
ture. If we have good, strong healthy bones we 


will be able to stand strong and true. The bones 
are not seen but they determine the stature and 
strength of the body. With the Body of Christ 
the boney structure is composed of all those men 
and women throughout all the world who have 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and have become 


new creations in Him. They are those strong. 


Christians who stand true in the place where God 
has put them—standing for sound doctrine, faith- 
ful service, and true testimony. We are not con- 
scious of all of them because they are quietly at 
work in their own churches and in their own fields 
of labor, But as they witness and serve the Body 
of Christ is strong. 


Talk No. 2 


The Muscles of the Body. The muscles that move. 


our bodies about and enable us to get our work 
done are almost numberless, moving all the way 
from the tiny muscles that move our eye balls to 
those leg muscles that enable us to walk and 
jump. These muscles work all the time, some of 
them naturally with no thought from us such 
as those muscles that keep us breathing all the 
time, and some move consciously as when we move 
our hand to pick up something. All these muscles 
are related to each other, and as they move in 
proper relation to each other we are able to stand 
up straight, move gracefully, work efficiently and 
effectively. 


So in the body of Christ we are bound together 
by spiritual ties and powers that enable the body 
to work effectively and as one part works ef- 
fectively another part is helped. A Sunday school 
teacher goes down into the back room of a shoe 
store to talk to a young man who visited his class 
the Sunday before and Dwight Moody is led to 
Christ. Moody is used of God to shake two conti- 
nents for Christ and founds a school from which 
thousands upon thousands have gone into all parts 
of the world to preach the Gospel. One man went 
down to a shoe store, a small part of the Body, but 
by his faithfulness many forces were set in mo- 
tion that have changed the world and made the 
Church a stronger Body because of it. 


Talk No. 3 


The Head of the Body. Everybody must have a 
head, and a body that does its job well must be 
properly related to its head and obedient to the 
will of its head. Jesus Christ, the crucified, risen, 
living Christ, is the Head of the Church which is 
His Body. All those who are parts of the Body 
by being born into the Body when they received 
the Lord Jesus by faith are in right relation to 
the Head and the Body functions properly and 
“3 a as the members are obedient to that 

ead. 


Talk No. 4 


The Nerves of the Body. A body that functions 
orderly is one whose parts immediately obey the 
head. If my head tells my hand to pick up the 
bread on the table and put it in my mouth all is 
well and good if my hand does it. But if instead my 
hand picks up a piece of hot coal from the fir: 
and puts it in my mouth all is too bad. But the 
answer to whether my hands obey or not depends 
on the nerve messages that go from my head to 
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my hand. By means of the nerves my head tells 
the hand what to do. 


In the Body of Christ the Holy Spirit is the nerver 


system. We are rightly related to the Head when 
we have been baptized into the Body of Christ by 
the Spirit, and the Holy Spirit will day by day 
convey to us the members of the Body the will 
and commands of our Head. When we are sensi- 
tive to the leading of the Holy Spirit and obedient 
to Him we act in accordance with the will of the 


Head. 
Talk No. 5 


The Parts of the Body. Every body has different 
parts and each part has a purpose—mouth for talk- 
ing, ears for hearing, feet for walking. And as long 
as the feet are willing to walk and not talk every- 
thing goes along all right. Even so in the Body of 
Christ the Holy Spirit bestows a gift or capacity 
upon everyone who is a member of the Body and 
the Body does its work as everyone uses his gift. 
Some are called to be preachers, some mission- 
aries, some educators, some ChriStians business 
men, some Christian home makers. As long as we 
carry out faithfully the task God calls us to do 
the Body will function effectively in the world. 


Talk No. 6 


The Blood System of the Body. Every body must 
have blood, for the life of the flesh is in the blood. 
Where there is no blood there is no life, And that 
blood must circulate through the sbody to nourish 
and purify it. Even so in the Body of Christ the 
life of the Body is/in the blood, We enter the Body 
of Christ only when we have received Him who 
shed His blood for us on the cross, and day by 
day we are cleansed and purified by that blood as 
it cleanses us from all sin. 


Talk No. 7 


The Food for the Body. Every body must have 
good food that is suitable for its own kind of body. 
You and I will take a good steak, but the steer 
on the hoof preferred good grass. In the Body of 
Christ the food is the Bread of heaven, the living 
Word of God. We must have a balanced diet of 
faithful Bible study, followed by meditation that 
digests what we have taken in, and the strength 
gained must be used in the exercise of service. 


Leader’s Remarks 


Of course this analogy is far from perfect but 
it helps us understand that the true Church of 
God is a living organism like our own bodies, and 
that we do not join it but we are born into it when 
we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Since the 
Body of Christ is made by God our job is not to 
create but to maintain it. But what about our de- 
nominations? We see that Body divided into de- 
nominations today, and in these denominations 
we find many who are members of the true Body 
of Christ and we find many who have not met 
the conditions for being born into that Body. What 
then of denominations? 


Talk 


Denominations but Not Divisions. In America 
we have an Army, a Navy, and an Air Force. Each 
of these is separate and has a definite area of 
responsibility and different emphasis in training. 
Yet all those in the three branches of the service 
are Americans, are engaged in the same battle, 
and are under a unified command. In the Body 
of Christ history and circumstance have forced 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 27 


upon us the necessity of different areas of ac- 
tivity. different emphasis of doctrine and service, 
and various kinds of organization. Each of these 
has a place as long as we remember that denomina- 
tions do not divide the emphasis and responsibility. 
All denominations and all in the denominations 
are to be members of the Body of Christ through 
faith in the Lord Jesus, are to have their particular 
areas of service, and yet all the while be working 
under one unified command—the Mind of Christ 
as revealed by the Holy Spirit. When men with 
this faith get together there is a real unity and 
fellowship even though they come from different 
denominations, and when men without this faith 
get together there is no unity even though they 
be from the same denominations. The organizations 
are secondary. Maintaining the living organism is © 
fundamental. 


Hymn: “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 
Closing Prayer. 


July 10: Headlines That Don't 
Make The Paper 


Call te Worship: Isaiah 55:6-11. 
Opening Hymn: “Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove.” 
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 7:13-23. 
Evening Prayer. 
Hymn: “More About Jesus.” 
Leader’s Introduction 


In one of our southern cities there is a public 
auditorium that seats 6,000 people. Every week 
the paper in that town carries columns and columns 
of copy about wrestling matches that hardly draw 
a corporal’s guard. Judging by the head lines the 
whole town is turning out for these. 


A few weeks ago Dr. Charles Fuller, preacher 
on the Old Fashioned Revival Hour, world wide 
broadcast of the Gospel, was in town for a meet- 
ing in this auditorium. The manager assured the 
local people they were crazy to rent the auditorium, 
On the night of the meeting there was a storm 
‘and the streets were flooded. Even the sponsors 
of the meeting lost their nerve. But one hour be- 
fore the meeting the auditorium was packed with 
6,500 and the fire department made them close 
the door and not admit any more. The next morn- 
ing there was not a line in the morning paper about 
the meeting. 


You can’t always judge what people are doing 
and are interested in by the space given in the 
press. Today in our newspapers and in our church 
papers we read a lot about what the World Council 
and the Federal Council are doing, and many peo- 
ple feel that these bodies represent all the Chris- 
tians that really matter in America and that the 
few who are not in on these bodies are a few 
back numbers who can’t get along with others. 
The truth is that the Federal Council technically 
represents 26 millions of Christians in America, 
but the continual protests from all member 
churches against the Council shows that all 26 
million are not behind their program, and when 
the Council members went to the World Council 
the churches of Europe informed them that their 
brand of the social Gospel was contrary to the 
historic faith held by the many churches of Europe. 
Then we see that in America there are 15 millions 
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of Christians who are evangelical and believe the 
Bible as the whole Word of God, and these 15 
millions are not united in an organization but have 
thousands of churches, hundreds of schools, thou- 
sands of missionaries all over the world, and are 
being blessed of God in their work. We don’t read 
of them in the papers but no group that ignores 
this great group of evangelicals and their work is 
in any sense an ecumenical church. And so in re- 
ligion we see that we can not believe the head 
lines; the movements that get the notice of the 
press are not necessarily the ones that are doing 
the work of God in our midst. 


But there is something else that we need to 
watch carefully. Our head lines do not show how 
the off-brand sects such as Christian Science, 
Unity, New Thought and all the rest are growing 
by leaps and bounds while our old line denomina- 
tions seem to be only holding their own. This is 
challenging in itself but it is tragic when we talk 
to so many of our members who do not know what 
they believe as Christians and who hold the po- 
sition that anything you believe is all right as long 
as you are sincere. Recently in one of our a 
centers the Presbyterian student resented the ide 
that Christianity was in any sense better than any 
other religion in the world. 


On top of this we see that increasingly secular- 
ism is taking over the place of the church. Com- 
munity Chests now do the service work the church 
used to do. People now do their service through 
service clubs and community organizations. People 
find their fellowship in their clubs and social 
groups. The thinking of people is being molded by 
the press, radio and magazines of the day, And 
when people do come to the church their ideas 
and patterns of behavior are still molded far more 
a secular influences than by the Word of 
God. 


In our day religion is in the head lines more 
than it has been in many a day, but behind the 
head lines you and I can see trouble coming. Too 
many of our people are substituting big organi- 
zations made by men for the living organism 
created by the Spirit of God, many are substi- 
tuting sincerity for true faith in Christ, and many 
are substituting public opinion and practice for 
the mind and will of God. We need to examine 
carefully the words of Christ in our Scripture 
lesson. 


Talk No. 1 


Walking in the Narrow Way. Read Matt. 7:13-14. 
Christ says for us to walk in the narrow way. We 
resent that word narrow because it has come to 
indicate a mind of small vision and petty interests, 
a mind closed to great possibilities that lie unused 
about us. But Christ used it in the same sense in 
which we see that all truth is narrow. When a 
young couple stands at the marriage altar their 
love must be narrow in the sense that they are 
for each other alone, they can’t just bring any- 
body else into their intimate relationship. Science 
is narrow for the scientis ust obey the laws of 
nature or his results will not be valid. Music is 
narrow for one must be on the right key and right 
note or there is no music. Life is narrow for were 
we to be removed to other conditions where the 
air was too heavy or too light, the temperature 
too high or too low, the food too rich or too barren, 
we could not live. The way to God is narrow—so 
narrow that all sin and evil must be shut out, 
so narrow that we do not dissipate our abilities 
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but center them on achieving our highest and 
best. At the same time this narrow path is wide 
enough for all who wil! to walk in it, wide enough 
for Christ to walk with us. 


This truth reminds us that there are two ways 
in life: the way of life and the way of destruc- 
tion, The way of life is a narrow way walked 
by the few but it leads to safety from sin and to 
fellowship forever with God. The way of destruc- 
tion is broad and traveled by many but it leads 
to loss of joy, defeat by sin, and separation from 
God forever. 


In which way are you traveling? Christ said “I 
am thé Way.” If you have received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Savior you are walking in the way 
of life. If you have not received Him you are 
walking in the way of destruction, and though the 
ways thereof seem right to you they are the ways 


of death. 
Talk No. 2 

Seeking Carefully the Truth of God. Read Matt. 
7:15.20. Christ then warns us against false teach- 
ers. There are many who speak in the name of 
Christ, but not all those who speak in the name 
of Christ are true to Christ. We must examine 
the messages and see what is of Christ. In the 
Bible we are told that character is not what we 


do, but what we do reveals our character. So a: 


Christian is not one who tries to do good. A man 
is not a sinner because he sins. Man sins because 
his heart is evil, and when he believes on the Lord 
Jesus Christ he receives a new heart. That new 
heart is the root of righteousness that will reveal 
itself in a good life. Thus to seek the truth of the 
messages that men speak in the name of Christ 
we must match works with words, we must identify 
root by fruit. When a man speaks true to the 
Bible and backs it up with a life true to the Bible 
in good works we then know that he speaks for 
God. When his words are not according to the 
Bible and his life is not according: to his pro- 
fession, then we must beware. 


Talk No. 3 


Obeying the Will of God. Read Matt. 7:21-23. 
God has revealed His will in a Bible. The test of 
our profession is not the label we wear but the 
obedience we give to His word. Our Lord has said 
that “he who is willing to do his will shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God or of man.” 
(Jno. 7:17). We need to seek carefully the truth 
of God as we hear the testimony of others, but 
we must ever keep in mind that we are not safe 
judges unless we ourselves are obedient unto God. 


Leader's Summary 


We are hearing many voices in our world today. 
Many of them speak without any reference to the 
truth as it is in Christ. Many speak in the name of 
Christ many messages. But we ourselves must be 
very careful to walk in the narrow way of God’s 
truth, seeking carefully the truth of God by match- 
ing works and words with the Bible, and by faith- 
fully obeying God ourselves day by day in the 
little things and big. 


Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us.”’ 
The Benediction. 


Tell your friends about The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal. 


“Leek! 
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MONTREAT 


A Chapter Of Dynamic History 
-WoMEN OF THE CHURCH 
God Speaks To Us 


$ By May Dixon Thacker 


Not long after the beginning of this century, an 
obscure but highly intelligent Christiam woman in 
Kansas City, Missouri, had'a vision, while busy with 
routine household tasks, sweeping and dusting in 
the living room of her mddest little home. The 
vision grew and became an fPbsession until it cryst- 
alized into a daring deternfination and plan. Reso- 
lutely she set about to bring her plan into manifest- 
ation. 


The yearly Conference and Training School of 
the Woman’s Auxiliary (or ‘Women of the Church”’ 
as it is now called) of the Southern Presbyterian 
General Assembly is in session in the great Audi- 
torium at Montreat. Some 1,500 representative 
women from the 16 Southern States are there. 
Probably there would be 2,500 women present if 
rooms were available to accommodate them. 


The bald fact that this great organization of 
women was born at Montreat in August 1912 is of 
important and compelling interest at this moment. 
It all goes back across forty years to the woman in 
Kansas City and her vision and what she did about 
it. The vision was, in very brief, a plan to co- 
ordinate and organize all of the women in all of 
the churches of the Southern Presbyterian General 
Assembly into one central unit. 


Much preliminary labor had been done before a 
timid but daring overture to this effect was pre- 
sented to the General Assembly. To the surprise of 
all, the overture was answered in the affirmative 
and the women were blandly told to go ahead with 
organization. 


Go ahead? How? They had no money; they had 
nothing. No help was offered; no suggestions were 
made. Strong opposition confronted the leader on 
every hand. Each church had its own “Ladies’ Aid”’ 
and ‘‘Missionary Society” and so forth. These were 
enough! Besides—didn’t the Bible clearly say that 
women should keep silent in the churches? 


However, opposition was gradually worn down by 
the sheer force of persistence. In August 1912, the 
Kansas City leader with the Synodical Presidents 
and a few other representative women met in the 
Alba Hotel at Montreat with the four Executive 
Secretaries of the General Assembly, Dr. Egbert 
W. Smith, Dr. S. L. Morris, Dr. Henry H. Sweets 
and Mr. R. E. McGill, for the purpose of outlining 
the woman’s organization, setting up the head office 
and electing a Secretary. 


The leader, whom we have recognized as Mrs. 
Winsborough, was appointed Secretary and Mrs. 
Howison as Treasurer. A name was chosen “The 
Woman’s Auxiliary of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
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S.” Thus—the “Women of the Church” organiza- 
tion was born! At Montreat in 1912! 


There was great rejoicing. This was fine! This 
was all right! A triumphant victory! The Synodical 
Presidents returned to their homes; Mrs. Wins- 
borough returned to Kansas City. There was not 
one dollar in the treasury. She did not stop to 
wonder “where do we go from here?” She set up 
an office in an upstairs room in her home. There 
was no typewriter, no furniture; nothing. She wrote 
letters; letters began to come back in response. A 
friend sent a typewriter; other friends sent tables 
and chairs. The mail grew in volume; her small 
sons carried the letters to and from the Post Office 
in their little red wagons. 


The letter process was slow and unsatisfactory. 
Mrs. Winsborough determined to go out and visit 
the churches and talk to the women. She went. 


Mrs. C. E. Dorsey, now a teacher of Bible at the 
Montreat School, says, “I drove Mrs. Winsborough 
all over the State of Florida, visiting the churches. 
We went in a horse and buggy over unpaved dirt 
roads. We were entertained in homes. She did the 
same thing in the 16 States of the Assembly. These 
personal contacts bore fruit. To finance the enter- 
prise, everywhere we went, Mrs. Winsborough asked 
each lady to contribute ten cents (10c) for our 
expenses.” | 


Year by year, through the summer aining 
School and Conferences, Montreat nourishéd and 
inspired the Woman’s Auxiliary through the hazards 
of birth, infancy, childhood, and adolescence, until 
full-grown in body, mind, and estate, she stands 
today far ahead of, and far above, any similar 
organization of its kind in the world. This is not an 
exaggerated statement; we challenge anyone to 
disprove it. During the past Church year, 1948- 
1949, the Women of the Church raised $2,616,812.; 
Por} call indeed from the ten cent contribution of 
1913. 


It is a far call from the little bare upstairs room 
in Mrs. Winsborough’s home in Kansas City, which 
was all the office she had, to the comfortable 
spacious offices of the present-day Women of the 
Church, now occupying an entire floor in the Henry 
Grady Building in Atlanta, with every modern 
convenience and equipment and manned by a large 
staff of highly educated and efficiently trained and 
deeply consecrated women. 


It is a far call indeed from the horse and buggy 
transportation, slowly jogging along over unpaved 
roads, to the great modern deluxe passenger air- 
planes that fly back and forth from Atlanta to 
Montreat in less than etwo hours. 


Across the forty years, we get a true perspective. 
Montreat has meant more to the Women of the 
Church than it has meant to any of the other Causes 
of the Assembly; indeed it has helped the other 
Causes. Foreign Missions has been enormously 
sustained and encouraged by the Women of the 
Church; so has Home Missions and Christian Educa- 
tion and Ministerial Relief and every other Cause. 
“All the women of the Church working for all the 
Causes of the Church” is the slogan. 


{ 
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Montreat needs $780,000 desperately. The new 
management, through the leadership of Dr. J. 
Rupert McGregor, has accomplished a very great 
deal under most trying difficulties. Dr. Homer Mc- 
Millan writes, “I do not think that there is any 
man in the General Assembly who is held in higher 
esteem, or whom the Church has greater confidence 
in than it does Dr. McGregor.”’ 


Wouldn’t it be a fine and beautiful gesture if 
the Women of the Church would express their 
gratitude to, and appreciation of, Montreat by 
paying off Montreat’s debt and putting this, her 
wonderfully lovely birthplace, on its financial feet? 
It could be done! We could do it! God is not poor! 
The wealth of the world belongs to Him. “The 
cattle on a thousand hills are His.’’ We used to 
think:-in terms of 10 cents; now we think in terms 
of millions of dollars. 


Montreat needs $780,000. Then—at once, houses 
and hotels and small inexpensive apartments would 
be built and all of our people could come in families 
and enjoy this marvellously beautiful home of their 
beloved Church. 


Montreat does things to us. Our souls are exalted 
here. Every mountainside is aflame with God’s 
Glory. The bewildering chaotic confusion of the 
world does not reach us. The fires of faith and 
hope and love are rekindled; we are re-created. 
When we listen to the symphony of nature’s music 
‘in the virgin forests, when we watch the glory of 
the bird in flight or the quivering of its throat in 
song, we are so close te God that we feel a very 
part of His spiritual realities. How wonderful it 
will be when every family in every congregation of 
the General Assembly can come to Montreat! 


The Women of the Church can make of our be- 
loved birthplace a veritable Spiritual Power-House 
that will reach around this earth! It is a glorious 
challenge! It will be a magnificent contribution to 
the building of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. All— 
for the Glory of God. Nothing else matters! 


Will we do it? 


Church News 
Bettie Currie Becomes Leader 


Of Senior Work 


Miss Bettie Currie, of Austin, Tex., has been 
appointed Assistant Director in charge of Senior 
Work on the Staff of the Department of Youth 
Work of the Executive Committee of Religious 
Education and Publication. . Miss Currie will suc- 
ceed Miss Henrietta Thompson who has served in 
this capacity for the past three years, and whose 
resignation takes effect this summer. 


The new Senior Director is the daughter of the 
late Dr. Thomas W. Currie, former President of 
Austin Theological Seminary. She graduated with 
honor from the University of Texas, and was a 
member of Mortar Board, national honorary 
sorority. She was Director of Student Work at the 
University Presbyterian Church, Austin, Texas, 
during the summer of 1945, and went from there 
to the First Presbyterian Church of Durant, Okla., 


- ~ 


where for two years she served as Director of 
Religious Education. In 1947 she entered the 
General Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, 
Va., where she will receive her Master of Religious 
Education degree in May, 1949. 


Among the duties of the Director of Senior Work 
is the editorship of Presbyterian Youth, the pr 
gram and activity magazine for high school young 
people in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. In ad- 
dition, she will have supervision of the Church’s 
program for Senior high school students, the Pres- 
byterian Youth Fellowship. Last year our General 
Assembly reported 19,000 Seniors in nearly a 
thousand Sunday evening groups, and 34,000 
Seniors in Sunday School classes. This program is 
part of the ministry of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., to its youth, and is administered through the 
Department of Youth Work, of which Rev. John 
S. McMullen is Director. 


Rev. C. Knox Poole Accepts 
Call To Pastorate 


Rev. C. Knox Poole, who for five years has 
served as Regional Director for the Synod of 
Louisiana under the Executive Committee of Re- 
ligious Education and Publication, has announced 
his decision to accept the call of the Third Presby- 
terian Church of New Orleans which was extended 
him recently. 


It had been previously announced prematurely 
by one of the church papers that Mr. Poole was to 
become Regional Director for the Synod of Ap- 
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palachia. Such were the plans effective July 15, 


1949, but in the meantime this call back to the 
pastorate came and Mr. Poole felt led to accept. 


Mr. Poole has rendered most acceptable service 
in the Synod of Louisiana and it is with regret 
that he is released as a Regional Director. There 
was great satisfaction over the plans for his suc- 
ceedint Dr. James M. Carr as Director in the Synod 
of Appalachia. However, our best wishes go with 
Mr. Poole as he returns to the pastorate and 
continues to serve the Church there. 


Japan 


There are many opportunities in Japan like this 
one described by Miss Mabel Francis. “The Super- 
intendent of a large Rayon factory came and asked 
me to speak there. They have 3,000 girl employees. 
I spoke to one shift of a thousand girls. They were 
touched and broken. In the evening a crowd of 
them came to the service and several made de- 
cisions. There are three of these large factories 
in the province, and we have access to all of them. 


A prominent surgeon invited me to his home. 
He has been known as an opponent to Christianity. 
But his only son, because he was present at the 
scene of one of the atrocities, is held in prison. 
The poor father was broken and crushed. As I 
talked with him, the power of the Spirit fell upon 
him. and he saw God’s great love and his own sin- 
fulness. He wept like a baby and prayed to God 
to forgive him. Since then it is a marvelous thing 
to see how he has gone on to know the Lord, He 
is carefully reading everything he can get to help 
him understand. It is wonderful to see such a trans- 
formation in a man. He says, “Now before I 
operate on a patient I pray, and I have a marvel- 
ous consciousness of aymighty presence with me.” 


—Charles A. Logan. 
Foreign Mission Receipts 

April 1 to May 31, 1948 ................... $156,525.01 
April 1 te May 31, 1949 ................com 113,028.00 
$ 43,497.01 

Program Of Progress 
April 1 to May 31, 1949 (Net) .......... $ 47,039.57 

EVANGELISM 

Receipts 

For Apr. 1, 1948 - Apr. 30, 1948 .......... $1,653.25 
For Apr. 1, 1949 - Apr. 30, 1949 .......... 8,460.02 
$1,806.77 


NEGRO WORK 


Receipts From The Church 
April, 1947, through April 5, 1948 .... $ 51,851.93 
April 8, 1948, through April 5, 1949 111,348.84 


Wings For The Soul 


“Jesus come:and dwell in me, 
Walk in my steps this day. 
Live in my life, love in my love, 
And speak in all I say. 
Think in my thoughts, let all my acts 
Thy very actions be, 
So shall it be no longer I 
But Christ that lives in me.” : 
—Selected. 


s 


Book Reviews 


THE AMERICAN WILD TURKEY 
By Henry E. Davis 


Published by Small-Arms Technical Publishing 
Company, Georgetown, S. C. Price $5.00. Henry 
E. Davis is a man’ of remarkable versatility. He 
stands at the top of the legal profession. He is 
recognized in “Who’s Who In Jurisprudence,” 
‘‘Who’s Who In America,” “Who’s Who In The 
World,” and “World Biography.” For some years 
he served as U. S. District Attorney. He is a 
member of the American Law Institute, the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, as well as a highly esteemed 
member of the South Carolina Bar Association. 


Mr. Davis is also one of the best-informed law- 
yers on church property in the nation. As a Ruling 
Elder in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., he has 
engaged in extensive research on this subject. At 
one time he was retained by the Methodist Episcop- 
al Church, South, to represent the group who did 
not want to be absorbed in the merger. 


For some years Mr. Davis’ avocation has been 
rifels, shotguns and wild turkey hunting. He has 
written on all three subjects. He is recognized as 
an authority on such by magazines dealing with 
these interesting subjects, Recently he produced 
this 328-page monograph on “The American. Wild 
Turkey,” that is being enthusiastically received by 
sportsmen. What he has to tell readers should lead 
to the conservation of the wild turkey as well as 
provide many hours of fascinating reading to all 
who want to know more about this game bird which 
is a living symbol of early America. 


Mr. Davis writes in a warm-hearted and genial 
style. Many of his experiences will afford the 
reader a healthy chuckle. He certainly understands 
the psychology of the wild turkey. Sportsmen will 
welcome this accurate and beautifully illustrated 
book on this engaging theme. — J. R. R. 


“Lumpy” 


By Leila G. Kirtland 


Published By The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Co. — Price $1.00 Postpaid 


In the field of biography one occasionally finds 
a story which stands out alone; a record of the un- 
usual life of a very unusual person. 


When such a book appears telling something of 
the life of one of our own Southern Presbyterian 
missionaries it comes as a welcome addition to the 
only too few such biographies. 


“Lumpy” is a rare treat. A series of stories 
about the life, work and antics of our beloved 
missionary to Japan, Estelle Lumpkin, one will 
read it to its conclusion before putting it down 
and one minute will be laughing and the next 
startled into sober thought at the courage and re- 
sourcefulness of this woman so unique and so 
entirely lovable. 


Miss Leila G. Kirtland, who was associated with 
“Lumpy” for so many years in Japan has written 


